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Your SPIRITUAL maturity will never outpace your EMOTIONAL maturity.  
 
Leadership is a DESTINATION of discipleship.   
 
SERIES THESIS:  We are the WRAPPING PAPER that people have to get THROUGH to get TO Jesus.   
 
2 CORINTHIANS 12:9b-10 Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
QUESTION: Do you ever feel the desire to present yourself as an enhanced version of the real you? 
 
ACCEPTANCE ALGORITHM: 

1. Who do I want or need to accept me? 
2. What is it going to take to be acceptable?     

 
If people don’t ever see us as WEAK, how will they see Jesus as STRONG?   
 
2 CORINTHIANS 11:30-33 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. The God 
and Father of the Lord Jesus, who is to be praised forever, knows that I am not lying. In Damascus the 
governor under King Aretas had the city of the Damascenes guarded in order to arrest me. But I was 
lowered in a basket from a window in the wall and slipped through his hands. 
 
2 CORINTHIANS 12:6-9a Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be 
speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say, 
or because of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming 
conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded 
with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me. 
 
And, as the climax of the whole list, he declares with a solemn oath that when the going got really tough 
he was the first one over the wall—running away, being let down on a rope in a basket. He is claiming an 
upside-down corona muralis.  –N.T. Wright 
 
 
QUESTION:  Do you ever hold back because you feel foolish, weak, or inadequate? 

• Praying in front of others 
• Sharing your faith 
• Being expressive in worship 
• Answering or talking honestly in your small group 
• Going to a small group 
• Talking to a counselor 



• Going to a marriage retreat 
• Asking someone to pray with you 
• Going public with your decision to follow Jesus 
• Saying, “I don’t know” 
• Saying, “I was wrong” 
• Dropping your defensiveness to try a new way of doing something  
• Asking for feedback 
• Joining a ministry team 
• Asking a question because there’s something you don’t understand 
• Stepping into someone else’s pain 
• Inviting a friend, co-worker, or neighbor to church 
• Wearing what you want to wear to church instead of what you believe others expect you to 

wear 
• Taking to someone in the lobby whom you haven’t met before 
• Being honest about fears you have or sins that you struggle with 
• Expressing grief in from of and/or with others 
• Asking for help 
• Asking, “How can I help” 
• Going on a mission trip 
• Risking rejection from a significant other because of a decision you want to make for Christ 
• Trusting God with your kids instead of controlling them or opting for reputation management 
• Being honest about a hurt, disappointment, or offense you felt with another believer or 

someone at church  
 
 
God doesn’t look for POWERFUL people to use.  He uses WEAK people powerfully.   


