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Introductory comments about the OFFERING 
 
Before I dive into the message today, I want to quickly review two of things we’ve introduced this year.  
 
Our SPIRITUAL maturity will never outpace our EMOTIONAL maturity.  
 
This [spiritual maturity] can’t be divorced or disentangled from this [emotional maturity]. For those who 
still trying to wrap your minds around this or still trying to figure out if you agree with this, try to 
imagine the possibility of experiencing a healthy marriage with two people who are emotionally 
immature—that doesn’t quite work. For that relationship to grow into maturity, the people involved 
also have to grow in emotional maturity. That’s how it works in any relationship.  
 
It’s not enough for our beliefs and our thinking to be aligned with the truth. It’s not enough for our 
behavior to be aligned with the truth. The emotional part of who we are, which God designed on 
purpose, must be aligned with the truth also.  

• We will be limited in our ability to practice self-control when under stress unless we also 
develop emotional maturity. 

• We will be limited in our ability to experience joy in times of adversity unless we develop 
emotional maturity. 

• We will be limited in our ability to extend forgiveness and break free from the slavery of 
bitterness unless we develop emotional maturity.  

• We will be limited in our ability to think with wisdom unless we develop emotional maturity.  
 

 
 
Just like an engine of a train can’t go any faster than the cars that it’s pulling, the pace of our 
discipleship, our spiritual maturity, will not go at a faster pace than our emotional maturity.  
 
Where is this train headed? Here’s the second major theme we’ve introduced this year.  
 
Leadership is a DESTINATION of discipleship.  
 
Leadership is not primarily about a position. Leadership is primarily about a disposition. From the 
perspective of the gospel, from the perspective of biblical Christianity, leadership is about embracing 
our God-given responsibility to cultivate goodness. Leadership is about taking responsibility. You don’t 



have to have a position to take responsibility. You simply must have a disposition that is willing to do so. 
That is leadership. The top responsibility that Jesus gave to every single one of us who follow him is to 
point people to him. It’s leading people to Jesus.  
 
So, this has been our drumbeat, our anthem. 
 
SERIES THESIS: We are the WRAPPING PAPER that people have to get THROUGH to get TO Jesus.  
 
Let’s embrace this God-given responsibility. Let’s embrace this God-given privilege of being a gift to the 
world for Jesus. Let’s reflect Jesus. Let’s be the kind of people that an encounter with us gives people a 
glimpse into an experience with Jesus. Today is the final installment of this series that is all about that. 
The thing that we are going to talk about today, the kind of wrapping paper that we are going to 
examine today will very likely push us to get honest with ourselves about how emotionally mature we 
want to be and how willing we are to follow Jesus into leadership.  
 
Each week in this series we’ve focused in on a scene from Jesus’ life. Today we are taking a different 
approach. We will look at how a guy intentionally took on a kind of wrapping that helped others see just 
how great Jesus is. But, it’s the kind of wrapping paper that may not be what any of us naturally want. 
I’ll speak for me. I don’t naturally want this.  
 
2 CORINTHIANS 12:9b-10 Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
I hope it’s safe for me to admit to you that I’m on the struggle bus today. I believe this is true. I don’t 
believe that I’m a helpful example of this yet. I do believe that the man who wrote this was a helpful 
example of this. And I’m convinced that his attitude about weakness and strength has something to tell 
us about being wrapped up in such a way that we are continually pointing to how great and good Jesus 
is.  
 
The man who wrote that was the Apostle Paul. He’s widely regarded by religious scholars and irreligious 
scholars as one of the top 15 most influential people in human history. In his day, he would probably 
have been in the top 1% of the most educated people on the planet. If alive today he would have the 
equivalent of a Ph.D. in the Old Testament and a Ph.D. in Philosophy. If he were alive today, he’d be a 
New York Times best-selling author. He would be an internationally sought-after consultant on church 
planting and leadership development.  
 
Before we get into the context, before we examine why he said this, let’s just marinate in it for a 
moment. I boast about my weaknesses. I delight in my weaknesses. I delight in being insulted, in 
hardships, in being persecuted. When I’m weak, then I am strong. Do you agree with that? I’m sure there 
are a lot of people in this room who say, “yes.” Would it be OK if I ask a few questions? Do you ever lead 
with your weaknesses? 

• Who lists on a resume your weaknesses and insults from co-workers? 
• Who lists weaknesses and flaws on your dating profile? 
• Who leads with weaknesses and struggles when you’re applying for residency or trying 

to break into the next phase of career advancement?  
 



Maybe those questions don’t feel like a serious engagement with the text. So, let me try this 
one. 
 
QUESTION: Do you ever feel the desire to present yourself as an enhanced version of the real you? 
 
Can anybody else relate to this? I need people to see me as smart. I need people to see me as 
successful. I need people to see me as a good parent. I need people to see me as a good Christian. I need 
people to see me as having it all together. I need people to see me as (you fill in the blank). What is it, 
that if people don’t think you are that thing, it bothers you? It grinds on you. It will cause you or tempt 
you to present yourself as an enhanced version of the real you.  
 
This is about pride, but it’s not just about pride. This is also about acceptance. We are acceptance 
magnets. We go through life trying to solve the acceptance algorithm. There are two parts to this 
sinister equation.  
 
ACCEPTANCE ALGORITHM: 

1. Who do I want or need to accept me? 
2. What is it going to take to be acceptable?  

 
One reason that I call it a sinister equation is that it can feel like it’s always changing. Just when I feel like 
I’m good enough and acceptable, the variables change. What if there’s a new group I want to be 
accepted by and the requirements for acceptance from them differ from the previous group?  
 
Does this sound like gibberish or are you picking up what I’m putting down?  
 
I once did a wedding for a couple and the groom was a Navy diver. He wasn’t one of those guys who was 
just in good shape. The dude looked like chiseled granite. His brother was the best man and happened 
to be a Navy Seal. The other guy in the wedding party was an Army Ranger. As we stood up there in 
front of everyone, who do you think looked like he didn’t belong?  
 
What could I do to prove my manliness to those guys? Am I going to tell them about the time someone 
hurt my feelings with a comment about a sermon I gave, but I was super brave about it? They were all 
great people. I didn’t have to do anything to be accepted. After all, I was paid to be there and do the 
wedding. But I felt this impulse to want to present myself as an enhanced version of myself that wasn’t 
the true version of me. As dumb as it sounds to say out loud, in that moment I wished I could look 
tougher, braver, manlier, or whatever.  
 
QUESTION: Do you ever feel the desire to present yourself as an enhanced version of the real you? 
 
How comfortable are you letting your flaws, your weakness, your embarrassing moments, the times 
when people insult you, the struggles you have that others seem to never have—how willing are you to 
let the foolish-looking, inadequate things about you be the canvas upon which Jesus displays his 
strength?  
 
I want to read these words from the Apostle Paul again.  
 



2 CORINTHIANS 12:9b-10 Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
Now, let’s get into the context of what prompted him to say that. This is a letter to a church that Paul 
started. He dearly loved this church. He sacrificed for them. Take some time this week to read this in the 
broader context. Read chapter 11. If you do, you will read about the sacrifices Paul made, the 
persecution and adversity he endured to serve this church, and other churches he planted.  

• There were times when he was literally whipped. 
• There were times he’d been beaten with rods. 
• People pelted him with rocks. 
• He’d been shipwrecked. 
• He’d been in prison.  
• There were times he simply didn’t have the food or clothing he needed. 

 
He was compelled by a love of Jesus that produced an unrelenting love for people that kept him going, 
even in times of intense pain and difficulty. So, why bring that up now in this letter? What was going 
down in the church at Corinth? 
 
While Paul was away, working on starting and serving other churches, a group of people tried to take 
over the church. They called themselves super-apostles. They were impressive. They’d never let 
themselves be subject to the kinds of mistreatment that Paul endured. They were too big-time, too self-
respecting for that. They were master communicators. They were more fun and more talented public 
speakers than Paul was. They were likely master manipulators as well. They had the ability to take 
charge of a room. They were so commanding and influential; they could demand money from people 
and the people in the church at Corinth would gladly hand it over.  
 
If that sounds crazy to you, people are still getting crazy rich off Christians all the time. These super-
apostles were false teachers and greedy scoundrels. They were using the people so that they could 
serve themselves. It created a major division in that church. This all led to a kind of showdown. Who is 
more impressive? Who is better? Who is going to win? Who is going to be the leader this church trusts? 
Will it be Paul or the super-apostles?  
 
Paul wasn’t going to play that game and he certainly wasn’t going to play by their rules. Instead of 
showing how great he is, instead of pleading his case for why they should accept him and reject these 
fake apostles, he went shields down. He got vulnerable and honest about all of his weaknesses and 
inadequacies because that’s when we see the strength of Jesus. Why? He wasn’t about people seeing 
how great he was. He was solely about people seeing how great Jesus is. 
 
If people don’t ever see us as WEAK, how will they see Jesus as STRONG?  
 
He wasn’t about people seeing how great he was. He was solely about people seeing how great Jesus is. 
Just a paragraph earlier in his letter to the Corinthian church, Paul wrote this.  
 
2 CORINTHIANS 11:30-33 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. The God 
and Father of the Lord Jesus, who is to be praised forever, knows that I am not lying. In Damascus the 



governor under King Aretas had the city of the Damascenes guarded in order to arrest me. But I was 
lowered in a basket from a window in the wall and slipped through his hands. 
 
That seems like a weird story to tell when people are wondering if you are impressive enough to follow. 
Immediately after telling this unimpressive story about himself, he talked about a vision he had from 
God. If you’re going to be in a showdown of the apostles--that’s the kind of card you might want to play; 
that’s the kind of information you might want to play up if false teachers are trying to take over your 
church. Show everyone how spiritually superior you are. But he didn’t. Instead, he wrote this. 
 
2 CORINTHIANS 12:6-9a Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be 
speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say, 
or because of these surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming 
conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded 
with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me. 
 
I don’t know what Paul’s thorn in the flesh was. Scholars have debated theories. We know this was a 
metaphor to describe a very real pain that God intentionally produced in his life to cultivate and sustain 
humility. God caused it. God wouldn’t remove it. And God told him [pointing to screen], “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
 
Today we emphasize wrapping ourselves up in honesty about our own weaknesses, inadequacies, and 
foolishness. The goal is for people to be impressed by Jesus, not by anything about us. Now, this is 
something that you and I can fake for a while. We could probably get really good at faking for a little bit. 
What makes this authentic is by trusting in and resting his grace. Do you believe Jesus’ grace is all you 
need?  

• Is his grace enough, or do you also need another person or group to accept you? 
• Is his grace enough, or do you also need another person or group to approve you? 
• Is his grace enough, or this there something else that you need to be OK with yourself and your 

situation?  
 
 
There is a historical context at play - that if we don’t know about we may miss the depth and punch of 
what Paul wrote. I’m curious if you’ve ever heard of the corona muralis. It was a crown that looked like 
the walls of a city.  
 

 



 
This is a statue of Octavia. You can see this statue at the Museum of Corinth. She is wearing a corona 
muralis. This crown was given as an award for bravery. In the ancient world, it was common for cities to 
have walls. If an invading army was going to win, they had to lay siege to the city, overcome the walls, 
and capture key cities. You’ve probably seen this in movies. Eventually, soldiers would fight their way to 
the base of a wall and use ladders to climb to the top.  
 
Defenders of the city would shoot arrows, hurl rocks and pour hot tar over the sides of the wall. It was 
an act of sheer bravery to even climb the ladder. The first man up and over the wall was awarded this 
crown to commemorate his uncommon valor. Often it was awarded posthumously because that man 
was instantly surrounded and killed. Sometimes the first man over the wall lived.  
 
If he lived, it was often difficult to prove that he was the first one over. The witnesses often died in 
battle. So, if he wanted to claim the corona muralis, he had to make an elaborate vow before the gods. 
When Paul wrote that he was lowered over the wall in the basket, he wasn’t just telling a story. He was 
saying, not only am I going to boast about my weakness, my story is the exact opposite of a hero story.  
 
What is he doing? New Testament Scholar N.T. Wright is quite helpful with his analysis.  
 
And, as the climax of the whole list, he declares with a solemn oath that when the going got really tough 
he was the first one over the wall—running away, being let down on a rope in a basket. He is claiming an 
upside-down corona muralis. –N.T. Wright 
 
This was Paul’s way of saying, don’t trust those fake apostles who are using you. You can trust me. But 
I’m not going to get into a popularity contest. I’m not going to present myself as the strong, impressive, 
better-than-everyone-else leader. Instead, he went shields down and doubled down on how great Jesus 
was. Because that’s what mattered most.  
 
I think there is real wisdom and practical application for us. Gospel culture produces people who are 
honest about weaknesses because they love for that to be the canvas upon which Jesus displays his 
strength. Religious culture is just the opposite. [Walk to the safe.] Religious culture is about looking 
strong and impressive; all of our weaknesses and inadequacies are locked away inside.  
 
So, for the next couple of minutes, I’m going to walk us through a question and some real-life scenarios 
to help us start to go shields down with ourselves. It’s just not possible to be more honest with God or 
more honest with others than we are with ourselves.  
 
QUESTION: Do you ever hold back because you feel foolish, weak, or inadequate? 

• Praying in front of others 
• Sharing your faith 
• Being expressive in worship 
• Answering or talking honestly in your small group 
• Going to a small group 
• Talking to a counselor 
• Going to a marriage retreat 
• Asking someone to pray with you 
• Going public with your decision to follow Jesus 



• Saying, “I don’t know” 
• Saying, “I was wrong” 
• Dropping your defensiveness to try a new way of doing something  
• Asking for feedback 
• Joining a ministry team 
• Asking a question because there’s something you don’t understand 
• Stepping into someone else’s pain 
• Inviting a friend, co-worker, or neighbor to church 
• Wearing what you want to wear to church instead of what you believe others expect you to 

wear 
• Talking to someone in the lobby who you haven’t met before 
• Being honest about fears you have or sins that you struggle with 
• Expressing grief in front of and/or with others 
• Asking for help 
• Asking, “How can I help” 
• Going on a mission trip 
• Risking rejection from a significant other because of a decision you want to make for Christ 
• Trusting God with your kids instead of controlling them or opting for reputation management 
• Being honest about a hurt, disappointment, or offense you felt with another believer or 

someone at church  
 
It’s ok to go shields down and lead with vulnerability. When I look at Paul’s example and what he wrote, 
this is the encouragement I find.  
 
God doesn’t look for POWERFUL people to use. He uses WEAK people powerfully.  
 
Earlier I said this is something that’s really built on trust and rest in Jesus’ grace. I love that I get to share 
this message on communion Sunday. Because what we are going to do now is fix our attention solely on 
the amazing grace of Jesus.  
 
[With a bible in hand, read Galatians 6:14] 
 
GALATIANS 6:14a May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ… 
 
Jesus became weak for us so that we could be strong in him. 


