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SERIES OVERVIEW

The most important part of any play is what happens “behind the scenes.” There’s lighting, wardrobe, casting, 
playwriting — so much has to happen perfectly to bring the production together! In the story of Esther, there is a 
whole lot going on behind the scenes, too. In this four-week series, kids will discover the most important character 
in Esther’s story isn’t always center-stage, but can often be found behind the scenes working, helping, giving 
support and giving peace. (Spoiler alert: It’s God!)

WEEK 1
This week, kids learn about who Esther was, and how 
she became queen.

  THE BIG IDEA: God works behind the scenes.
  THE BIBLE: Esther 2:1—18; 2 Thessalonians 2:13—17

WEEK 2
This week, kids learn about how Mordecai and Haman 
became bitter rivals. 

  THE BIG IDEA: God helps us do good behind the 
scenes.

  THE BIBLE: Esther 3:1—6; 6:1—11; 2 Thessalonians 
3:6—13 

WEEK 3
This week, kids learn about why Mordecai asked Esther 
to help the people of Israel.

  THE BIG IDEA: God gives us support behind the 
scenes.

  THE BIBLE: Esther 3:8—4:17; Colossians 1:9—17

WEEK 4
This week, kids learn about the time Esther talked to the 
king about her people.

  THE BIG IDEA: God gives us peace behind the 
scenes.

  THE BIBLE: Esther 5:1—8, 7:1—6; 8:1—8; Psalm 
122:6—9

MEMORY VERSE:  “For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” 
— Philippians 2:13 (NIV)

Click here for a memory verse sign language tutorial video you can share with your families and volunteers!

http://growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13
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DISCIPLESHIP ACTIVITY
If you’re following along with our scope and sequence, our 
discipleship activity this quarter is the Show & Tell Talent 
Show, an activity to help kids use their gifts. We also 
made you some posters and graphics for this quarter’s 
habit you can print, display, or share online.

MEMORY VERSE
Try challenging students to memorize a verse that  
corresponds with the Big Ideas or themes of this series. 
Here's the verse we chose — and we made graphics you 
can post, print, or show on screen too! 

HOW TO DISCIPLE DURING THIS SERIES

We all know teenagers don't get discipled just by sitting through a message every week. So here's what else we've 
provided to help your students develop more consistent spiritual habits.

THE 4 SPIRITUAL HABITS
We feature one of Grow’s 4 Spiritual Habits every month 
with a unique activity or experience. But the 4 Spiritual 
Habits show up year-round! Here are a few of the places 
you can spot them in this series:

  SPEND TIME WITH GOD: This series is all about 
identifying God’s invisible handiwork in the story 
of Esther. Remind kids each week that God is very 
much at work in their lives as well and help them 
notice the different ways this is true.

  SPEND TIME WITH OTHERS: Spending time with 
others requires empathy. Have kids practice this 
attribute each week during the Reflection exercise, 
“Soliloquy Bubble,” where they get to reflect on what 
the Bible characters might have said in reaction to the 
events of the story.

  USE YOUR GIFTS: Usually, when we think about 
gifts, we start with the most noticeable ones. Week 
2’s topic of doing good behind the scenes can help 
kids think about the gifts they have that are not so 
obvious that they can share more discreetly.

  SHARE YOUR STORY: Each week, the leader is 
prompted to share a story of how God has been 
working behind the scenes in their lives in specific 
ways. Provide space for kids (who want to) to share 
their own stories as well.

 

GROW AT HOME
This series (and every series!) 
comes with monthly and weekly 
handouts for families to help 
kids and their grown-ups continue 
the conversation at home. Don’t 
forget to send or print them at the 
beginning of each series! Grow Curriculum and Annual Strategy (Volume 6) ©2022 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

GROW AT HOME

Hey Families Here’s a look at what we’re covering with your kids this month so you can continue growing at home 
during the week.

GROW AT HOME THIS MONTH

WEEK 1
This week, kids learn about who Esther was, and how 
she became queen. 

  BIG IDEA: God works behind the scenes.
  BIBLE: Esther 2:1-18

WEEK 2
This week, kids learn about how Mardecai and Haman 
became bitter rivals.

  BIG IDEA: God helps us do good behind the scenes.
  BIBLE: Esther 3:1-6

WEEK 3
This week, kids learn about why Mordecai asked Esther 
to help the people of Israel.

  BIG IDEA: God gives us support behind the scenes.
  BIBLE: Esther 3:8-4:17

WEEK 4
This week, kids learn about the time Esther talked to the 
king about her 

  BIG IDEA: God gives us peace behind the scenes.
  BIBLE: Esther 5:1-8, 7:1-6, 8:1-8

MEMORY VERSE: "For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose." 
— Philippians 2:13 (NIV)

Click here for a memory verse sign language tutorial video you can share with your families and volunteers!

http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_GraphicsVideo
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_GraphicsVideo
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HOW TO PREPARE FOR THIS SERIES

CREATE  A THEME
This month’s decorating theme is kids theater 
because we’re talking about how God was at 
work “behind the scenes” in Esther’s story! 
You can find on-theme decorating ideas, song 
recommendations, posters, and graphics in 
this month’s Programming folder.

DESIGN
We made lots of graphics for you! Use them 
to create slides, social media posts, and more! 
You can find them in your Graphics & Video 
folder., along with a Style Guide for this series. 

SHOP & PREP
We made a list of everything you’ll need to 
buy, borrow, or dig out of your storage closet 
in order to make this series happen. We’ve 
also included everything you’ll need to print, 
cut, glue, build or make, in order to make this 
series happen. Get your editable Shop & Prep 
List right here.

CUSTOMIZE
You know your kids and ministry better 
than we do, so you might want make some 
tweaks to this week’s lesson. Customize the 
lesson by editing the Word document in your 
series downloads or in the Message Builder 
Then customize this week’s presentation 
in SLIDR by adding or adjusting the images 
and videos you need for this week’s lesson. 
Finally, customize your teaching content in 
your Volunteer and Parent Hubs to share it 
with everyone’s grown-ups!

HACK
If you're using Grow for your kids, you may 
want to make some tweaks to make it more 
age appropriate. Get the Preteen Hacks for 
the entire series right here and the Special 
Needs Hacks for the entire series right here. 
Or . . . 

 X WEEK 1: Preteen & Special Needs
 X WEEK 2: Preteen & Special Needs
 X WEEK 3: Preteen & Special Needs
 X WEEK 4: Preteen & Special Needs

COMMUNICATE
To make sure volunteers and families are in 
the loop, don't forget about these . . .

 X Parent & Volunteer Hubs
 X Parent & Volunteer Emails
 X Volunteer Devotional
 X Family Handouts
 X Marketing Checklist
 X Social Media Posts & Captions
 X Memory Verse

http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_Programming
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_GraphicsVideo
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_GraphicsVideo
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_ShopandPrep_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/MessageBuilder
https://slidr.stuffyoucanuse.org/
https://hubs.stuffyoucanuse.org/
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_PreteenHacksAll
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_SpecialNeedsHacksAll
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Hubs_V6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Emails_K6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_Devotional
http://www.growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_FamilyHandouts
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_MarketingChecklist
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_SocialMediaPosts
http://growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13
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Dorena Williamson is a church planter, bridge builder, and 
bestselling author of children’s books that adults need, too. Reach 
out if you’d like to chat with Dorena about multiethnic ministry, 
diversity in the Bible, or tell her about your favorite destination!

Brooklyn Lindsey is the co-founder and pastor of Somos Church 
in Lakeland, Florida, and the Director of Content Development at 
Stuff You Can Use. 

Julie Yeeun Kim has been a children’s pastor at Arumdaun 
Presbyterian Church in Long Island, NY as well as a worship 
leader and a lover of indoor plants.

WRITTEN & DEVELOPED WITH . . .

SERIES DEVELOPMENT & REVIEW: Elle Campbell, Brooklyn 
Lindsey, Linda Moon, Crystal Quintero, Stephen Switzer, 
David Magallanes, Bianca Quezada, Ida Mundell, Ashley 
Sider, Grace Cho

HACKS FOR PRETEENS & SPECIAL NEEDS: Mike Sheley, 
Tyler Thompson, Ida Mundell, Eugenia Lee, Christin Rickman

TEACHING VIDEOS: Andy Denoon, Josh Hooper, the Sunday 
Cool Team, Linda Moon, Brooklyn Lindsey, Kellee Gentry, 
Jules Gray, Jada Smith, Avery Cochran

GRAPHIC & LAYOUT DESIGN: Jules Gray, Elle Campbell, 
Josh Gosney, Phill Conchola 

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT: Kenny Campbell, Tash McGill, Ali 
Gattison, Kellee Gentry, Madison Terry, Caitlyn Smelser, Jada 
Smith, Avery Cochran, Emily Acton, Jay Logan, Eddie Irvin

. . . AND THE REST OF THE TEAM!
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DEVOTIONAL
FOR VOLUNTEERS

WEEK 1: God works behind the scenes. 
Esther 2:1-18; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

WEEK 2: God helps us do good behind the 
scenes. Esther 3:1-6; 6:1-11; 2 Thessalonians 
3:6-13

WEEK 3: God gives us support behind the 
scenes. Esther 3:8-4:17; Colossians 1:9-17

WEEK 4: God gives us peace behind the 
scenes. Esther 5:1-8, 7:1-6; 8:1-8; Psalm 
122:6-9

 STUDY 
 PRAY

So, what’s your next step? Do people know your story 
and how God has been working in your life? Is there 
something good you’ve been waiting to do but you’ve 
needed a nudge to go for it? Is it time to reach out to 
God for support and peace? 

Whatever your next step is right now, take it. Then 
help kids do the same.

What’s one quirky thing you inherited from an adult in 
your childhood? It could be double-jointed fingers or a 
special kind of laugh that can be heard across a crowded 
room. Even if it’s intrinsic to you now, someone else 
was responsible for passing it down the gene pool or 
for being around you so much that this quality became 
a part of your identity, too. Esther’s story is kind of like 
this. You see the behind-the-scenes work of a God who 
loves the world giving her support, peace, and courage 
to do good. As you’re praying, think about where God 
has given you support in the past and how it can impact 
what’s coming next.

Which passage of Scripture or Big Idea from this 
month is most relevant to you right now? Spend a few 
minutes asking God to show you how you’ve already 
grown in this area, plus the next step you need to take in 
order to keep growing.

 GROW

Who doesn’t love a behind the scenes look at a favorite 
movie or TV show? It’s fun to see the unnamed things 
that impact the story significantly. This month while 
teaching the story of Esther, you’ll have an opportunity 
to think about the things God does every day — things 
others may not notice as quickly — and consider how 
these things can change your life and ministry.

To get ready for this series, spend a few minutes 
reading the book of Esther. As you do, think about 
where God is working in your life behind the scenes, 
and how these Big Ideas have been true in your life.

Grow Curriculum and Annual Strategy (Volume 6) ©2022 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org
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MEMORY VERSE
SIGN LANGUAGE

We all know that strategic hand motions help kids remember what they’re learning, but what if you could 
accomplish even more than simply helping kids remember Scripture? Every Grow Kids memory verse is provided in 
age-appropriate signs, using a combination of SEE and ASL. Encouraging kids to learn each memory verse in this way 
will better include kids and families impacted by hearing impairment, and will promote awareness and inclusion 
for the rest of your kids and families! 

This memory verse was translated into sign language and performed by Sunny Brown, a pastor  
in Atlanta, and ASL interpreter, with an Associates in ASL Interpreting and a Minor in Deaf Studies.

MEMORY VERSE:  “For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” 
— Philippians 2:13 (NIV)
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BIG IDEA
God works behind

the scenes.

BIBLE
Scene I. Esther Becomes Queen:

      Esther 2:1-18; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

HOW TO PREPARE FOR THIS WEEK

DESIGN
We made lots of graphics for you! Use them 
to create slides, social media posts, and more! 
You can find them in your Graphics & Video 
folder., along with a Style Guide for this series.

 SHOP & PREP
 

We made a list of everything you'll need to 
make this week happen. Get your editable 
Shop & Prep List right here.

CUSTOMIZE
You know your kids and ministry better 
than we do, so you might want make some 
tweaks to this week’s lesson. Customize the 
lesson by editing the Word document in your 
series downloads or in the Message Builder 
Then customize this week’s presentation 
in SLIDR by adding or adjusting the images 
and videos you need for this week’s lesson. 
Finally, customize your teaching content in 
your Volunteer and Parent Hubs to share it 
with everyone’s grown-ups!

STUFF FOR THIS WEEK

TEACHING — WEEK 1
 X Shop & Prep List
 X Teaching Videos
 X Hacks for Preteens & Special Needs
 X Lesson Guide
 X Small Group Guide
 X Printables

FAMILIES & VOLUNTEERS
 X Family Handouts
 X Volunteer & Parent Emails
 X Volunteer & Parent Hubs
 X Series Promo Cards & Posters
 X Marketing Checklist
 X Social Media Posts & Captions
 X Memory Verse Sign Language

WEEK 1
LESSON OVERVIEW

http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_GraphicsVideo
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_GraphicsVideo
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_ShopandPrep_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/MessageBuilder
https://slidr.stuffyoucanuse.org/
https://hubs.stuffyoucanuse.org/
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_ShopandPrep_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/TeachingVideos_V6Elementary
http://www.growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_FamilyHandouts
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Emails_K6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Hubs_V6
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_Promo
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_MarketingChecklist
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_SocialMediaPosts
http://growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13
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HACK
If you're using Grow for your kids, you may 
want to make some tweaks to make it more 
age appropriate. Get the Preteen Hacks for 
Week 1 here and the Special Needs Hacks for 
Week 1 here.

COMMUNICATE
To make sure volunteers and families are in the 
loop, don't forget about these . . .

 X Parent & Volunteer Hubs
 X Parent & Volunteer Emails
 X Volunteer Devotional
 X Family Handouts
 X Marketing Checklist
 X Social Media Posts & Captions
 X Memory Verse

http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_PreteenHacksAll
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_SpecialNeedsHacksAll
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Hubs_V6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Emails_K6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_Devotional
http://www.growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_FamilyHandouts
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_MarketingChecklist
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_SocialMediaPosts
http://growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13
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WEEK 1 
HACKS FOR PRETEENS

To make this series more accessible for preteens, here's 
what to adjust . . .

MUSIC | Worship
Consider adding these songs to your preteen playlist: 
“Background” (Lecrae ft. Andy Mineo (C-Lite)) and “Trust 
in You” (Lauren Daigle).

ACTIVITY | Stage Prop Challenge
Have preteens be leaders in this activity and they can 
be the ones to help come up with creative ways to use 
the prop.

POLL | To See or Not to See 
Instead of having preteens respond to the different 
scenarios, flip the script and have them come up with 
different situations where they might not want to keep 
their eyes open.

  REVISE   REPLACE
And here are the Building Blocks you may want to swap 
for something else . . .

OBJECT LESSON | Hidden in the Scene
Use a stereogram image (like this one of a dinosaur) to 
show kids how there can be a lot going on behind the 
scenes. To see the details, start close to the image and 
slowly move back for perspective. Show kids how to find 
a 3D image by moving close and far from the image. 

  REMEMBER
This entire month is about theater production, and some 
preteens may not be as enthusiastic about performing 
in front of the group — remember they’re not being 
defiant, this is just where they might be developmentally. 
Empower them to participate by giving them active roles 
behind the scenes instead. After all, that’s the name of 
the series!

https://growcurriculum.org/MagicEyePuzzleDinosaur
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WEEK 1 
HACKS FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

To make this series more accessible for kids with special 
needs, here's what to adjust . . 

POLL | To See or Not to See
Consider using simple hand gestures or sign language 
to have kids respond to each of the poll items.

  REVISE

  REPLACE
And here are the Building Blocks you may want to swap 
for something else . . .

ACTIVITY | Stage Prop Challenge
To make this more accessible for kids with special 
needs, replace the large items with smaller sensory 
items (e.g., beans, beads, magic beads, etc.). 

  REMEMBER
Kids with special needs are able to do more than we give 
them credit for, as long as we make the effort to include 
them and set them up for success. Wherever possible, 
go ahead and simplify activities with easy-to-follow 
instructions and familiar materials. For discussions and 
other modules that heavily rely on verbal interactions, 
feel free to use the coloring pages that are provided each 
week to help them review what they learned today.
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BIG IDEA
God works behind

the scenes.

BIBLE
Scene I. Esther Becomes Queen:

      Esther 2:1-18; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

LARGE GROUP TIME

Hi, friends! Welcome to Behind the Scenes! 

This month, we’re giving you an exclusive, backstage pass to one of the most dramatic stories in the Bible. In this 
story, a young Hebrew girl has the opportunity to save an entire group of people! We’ll meet characters like Mordecai, 
Haman, Queen Vashti, and if you’re lucky, you might catch a glimpse of someone super important who makes this 
production possible.

[Consider hyping kids up for this series by showing and having them sing along to “Never Gonna Stop” (Bright Ones) or  
“I Cannot See Him With My Eyeballs” (Hillsong Kids & Funny Man Dan).]

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

MUSIC | Worship
  INSTRUCTIONS: You can lead kids in worship with any songs of your choice, but here are some suggestions 

that go along with this month’s theme. Make sure you have purchased any licenses required to play or perform 
these songs. For more information, read this!

  “God is Real” (Vineyard Kids) 
  “Thank the Lord” (Arkkids)
  “In You Alone” (Lifetree Kids)
  “Raise a Hallelujah” (Community Kids) 

 # PRETEEN HACK: Consider adding these songs to your preteen playlist: “Background” (Lecrae 
ft. Andy Mineo (C-Lite)) and “Trust in You” (Lauren Daigle).

WEEK 1
LESSON GUIDE

https://growcurriculum.org/NeverGonnaStopBrightOnesMovieClip
https://growcurriculum.org/ICannotSeeHimWithMyEyeballsLyricVideoSongsOfSomeSilliness
http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
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ACTIVITY | Ready, Set, Design! 
  Hi, friends! Today is your lucky day: You get to be a part of the behind-the-scenes action of a cool play we’re 

going to put on together. That means everything that happens on stage and backstage is gonna be you! 
  Our play is going to be based on the story of Esther in the Bible. Every great play needs a name, so we’re 

going to call ours . . . “The Epic Events of Esther and the Empire!” [Or ask your kids what they would like to 
name the play.]

  INSTRUCTIONS:  Lay out cardboard boxes, cardboard sheets, oil pastel crayons, acrylic paint, permanent 
markers, duct tape, and cutting tools. Divide kids into teams of four or five and have each team work on a 
component of the set (palace gate, castle towers, throne, windows, small house, tree, table, or chairs). To save 
time, you and your volunteers might consider designing the set in advance and just have kids do the coloring. 
Remember, this doesn’t have to look realistic or put-together at all. In fact, the more imperfect, the better! Once 
kids are finished, add their pieces to the area of the room that will serve as the “stage” for this series. Check 
out this kids’ musical set or this black and white stage for inspiration!

  Before we get into the actual play, let’s do some behind-the-scenes work of designing the set — that’s where 
the story takes place. Each of you will get into teams and work on designing one piece to add to the set. 

  Ready, set . .  . design!

ACTIVITY | Stage Prop Challenge
  INSTRUCTIONS: Provide a bin filled with random objects (pool noodles, tennis rackets, serving platter, hula 

hoop, crown, and a drumstick). Divide kids into two teams. Give a prop to one team and have them come up 
with a use for the item, act out using it, then pass it to the other team who will come up with a different use for 
the item. Note that it doesn’t have to be how the item is really used. 

 # PRETEEN HACK: Have preteens be leaders in this activity and they can be the ones to help 
come up with creative ways to use the prop.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: To make this more accessible for kids with special needs, replace 
the large items with smaller sensory items (e.g., beans, beads, magic beads, etc.).

  The stage director is cleaning out the prop closet and has found a bunch of old props. They need help 
identifying which of these props are needed for this play.

  I’m going to take items out one at a time and both teams will think of creative ways to use that item — it 
doesn’t have to be how the items are actually used, so have fun with your explanations!

POLL | To See or Not to See
  INSTRUCTIONS: Go through the list below and add your own scary situations. Have the kids answer “To 

see” if they would rather have their eyes open or “Not to see” if they would rather close their eyes during that 
experience.

 # PRETEEN HACK: Instead of having preteens respond to the different scenarios, flip the script 
and have them come up with different situations where they might not want to keep their eyes 
open.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: Consider using simple hand gestures or sign language to have kids 
respond to each of the poll items. 

  A famous Shakespeare character once asked, “To be or not to be? That is the question.” 
  My question to you is, “To see or not to see?” Is it better to see or not to see when you face something 

a little scary? Such as . . . 
  going down a rollercoaster.
  when you hear hissing coming from a nearby tree.

https://growcurriculum.org/SettingTheStage
https://growcurriculum.org/ImageOfASetBackground
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  when you’re standing at the edge of a diving board.
  when you have to use the restroom in the middle of the night.
  getting a shot at the doctor’s office.
  when you think something scary is about to happen in a movie scene.
  when you feel a bug crawl up your leg.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

SCRIPTURE | Esther 2:1—18 (Scene I. Esther Becomes Queen)
  INSTRUCTIONS: Set up your Bible story space like you are rehearsing a play with a director’s chair in front of 

the stage area and the audience behind you. Create makeshift props to give the entire production a rehearsal 
vibe, like crowns made out of paper plates or a drumstick to use as a scepter. Choose kids and volunteers to 
pantomime the instructions you call out as you tell the story. Pick a few kids to be the story’s characters: King 
Xerxes, Queen Vashti, attendants, Mordecai, and Esther. As you tell the story, pause occasionally to tell the 
actors to stand in a certain spot or move in a certain way. 

  Welcome to an exclusive, behind-the-scenes experience. In just a few moments, our performers are going 
to be rehearsing a scene from our production!

  Optional: Today’s story comes from Esther 2:1—18 in the Bible. As a director, I find I should always 
consult the original material before I do my own interpretation. So, allow me to read it for you. 
[Read the entire passage or selected verses.]

  And now without further ado, our actors will retell the story through the art of pantomime — that means 
they will be acting out the scene without sound while I speak. 

  I present to you . . . The Epic Events of Esther and the Empire, Scene I: Esther Becomes Queen. 
  Places, everyone! And . . . action!
  The story starts in a place called Persia with a king named Xerxes. King Xerxes was very wealthy and loved 

showing off everything he had . . . including his wife, Queen Vashti.
  Well, Queen Vashti wasn’t always up for a party and strutting her stuff. One time, she refused to 

show up. She stood her ground, crossed her arms, and turned her nose up at the invitation. 
  So, the king got really angry . . . like, really angry. Show me some anger, buddy. Excellent!
  When King Xerxes had settled down from throwing a royal fit, he thought about what to do with 

Queen Vashti.
  The king’s attendants thought it would be a great idea to start searching for a new queen. They looked at 

each other and nodded energetically. 
  The attendants said, “Let’s get all of the beautiful girls of Susa. The one who impresses the king 

the most will replace Queen Vashti!”
  This idea made the king super happy. He jumped up and down. He clapped his hands. He did a 

cartwheel or something like it. 
  So, the attendants went around the kingdom and brought all the beautiful girls to the palace. 
  Cut!

  Okay, attendants, this is where you round up all the girls. During the real thing, you’re going to go 
out into the audience and bring up all the girls to the stage. Got it? 

  Okay, now, where’s Esther? Great, I need you to stand at center stage. Perfect. Let’s continue. 
  And . . . action!
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  One of the girls who was brought to the palace was a young Jewish woman named Hadassah, also known 
as Esther. She was the niece of a man named Mordecai. Mordecai, you’ll be entering stage right — your 
other right — good, come stand next to Esther.

  Mordecai had raised Esther because she didn’t have a father or mother. 
  Mordecai didn’t think the king or people in the palace would be happy to know they were Jewish, 

so he told Esther to keep it a secret. He put a finger to his lips and shook his head so she could 
really get it. 

  Well, it was Esther’s turn to be seen by the king. Esther did everything she was told. 
  If they said, “Go to the king!” she would go to the king. 
  If they said, “Twirl around!” she would twirl. 
  If they said, “Do a curtsy!” she would curtsy. 

  Everyone who saw Esther was mesmerized by her. She would walk by everyone and they would all faint 
because she was so incredible. And that included the king. 

  The king did a silly, happy dance and decided to make Esther his new queen. 
  He placed a crown on her head then pointed to the part of the palace that would become her new 

home. 
  And . . . scene! Bravo, everyone! 
  The king may have thought he found Esther and made her his queen, but there was actually someone else 

working behind the scenes to make all these things happen. Can anyone guess who that someone is? It’s 
God!

BIG IDEA | God works behind the scenes.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Have someone acting as a director walk in with a megaphone and yell, “Cut! It’s time for 

the Big Idea! Who has today’s Big Idea?” Every week, the Big Idea, written on a piece of paper, will be placed at 
a different part of the stage. Choose a kid volunteer to find and read it aloud.

  This week’s Big Idea is: God works behind the scenes! 
  That is so true! We live our lives doing the best we can with the props, characters, and situations in front of 

us, but God has the script. God is always with us and knows exactly what’s going to happen next.
  Let’s say the Big Idea together to make sure we don’t forget: God works behind the scenes!

VIDEO | Behind the Scenes, Episode 1 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s episode of Grow TV. 

STORY | Behind the Scenes
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a short story about a moment in your childhood when you didn’t really know what an 

outcome would be. Share a few ways you can look back now and see how God was at work behind the scenes. 
It could be you had a teacher who was really tough or something in your life changed that felt really difficult. 
Begin with how it started and end with how it’s going now. Even if things are still difficult, notice the places 
where you saw God taking care of you or helping you along the way!

  Although this was a difficult situation, I still saw God taking care of me and helping me all along the way.
  I didn’t see it then, but now I know God was always involved because a lot of times, God works behind the 

scenes.

http://growcurriculum.org/TeachingVideos_V6Elementary
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OBJECT LESSON | Hidden in the Scene
  INSTRUCTIONS: Have kids try to find hidden objects in a scene using an image or a video like this one. 

 # PRETEEN HACK: Use a stereogram image (like this one of a dinosaur) to show kids how there 
can be a lot going on behind the scenes. To see the details, start close to the image and slowly 
move back for perspective. Show kids how to find a 3D image by moving close and far from 
the image.  

  Some of these hidden images were really difficult to see, right? But just because we couldn’t see it, that 
didn’t change the fact that they were always there. 

  Mordecai and Esther may not have noticed the way God was working early in their stories, but they kept 
trusting God anyway. And they got to see God’s hands at work — well, maybe they didn’t actually see — but 
they knew God was at work because in this story, and in our stories, too, God works behind the scenes 
sometimes!

SCRIPTURE | 2 Thessalonians 2:13—17
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read 2 Thessalonians 2:13—17.
  It was probably really scary to be in the king’s palace and around the attendants who decided to replace the 

queen. But God gave Esther courage in a very troubling and difficult place.
  Fast forward almost 1,500 years later, a man named Paul was writing letters to a group of followers of 

Jesus in a city called Thessalonica. 
  These followers in Thessalonica were so discouraged because life was hard. Many of them were 

being treated in really mean ways just because they believed in Jesus because some people had 
been spreading the wrong ideas about Jesus. 

  Paul’s letter was written as an encouragement to the followers there. Paul reminds them of God’s 
love, that the Holy Spirit is with them, and that they can have hope because they have Jesus.

  When we don’t know what’s going on, it’s easy to be scared and discouraged. But we know Jesus is alive, 
so there’s always hope. 

  Jesus is working behind the scenes in our lives, too.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

REFLECTION | Soliloquy Bubble
  A soliloquy is a theater word for a speech that is spoken out loud, but it’s meant only for the character who’s 

speaking it. I mean, everyone in the audience can hear it, but it’s like we’re hearing a character’s thought 
bubble out loud! 

  Let’s think back and pick any of the characters you remember from today’s story. If you were this character, 
what might you be saying to yourself as the story is happening? 

  INSTRUCTIONS: Buy a few dry erase boards in the shape of a thought bubble for your group. Sit in circles 
and take turns sharing today’s question. Give kids a few hints by going first. Write on the thought bubble with 
a dry erase marker, then take a photo. Wipe it off and pass the bubble to the next person for a response and 
picture. At the end of the series, use these thought bubble photos as cue cards to make a video (TikTok, Reel, 
or similar style. Post only with parent permission.) or use an instant camera to snap photos to put up in your 
environment. 

  Much like we can be pretty sure all of the characters had some real soliloquy-like self-talk even though it’s 
not recorded in the Bible, we can count on the fact that God was at work behind the scenes in the events 
that happened! 

https://growcurriculum.org/NobodyCanSeeAllTheHiddenAnimalsOpticalIllusionsIBrainTeasers
https://growcurriculum.org/MagicEyePuzzleDinosaur
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RESPONSE | Behind the Curtain
  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid a curtain printable. On the inside, tell kids to write all the ways they know God 

is at work or ways they want God to be at work in their lives. 
  God is so incredibly strong and powerful, and God considers all of us friends. So, knowing that, how does 

this change how you feel about your life and the things that happen in it? 
  How do you see God at work behind the scenes?

MEMORY VERSE | Philippians 2:13 (NIV) 
  “For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.”
  INSTRUCTIONS: Divide kids into groups of five or six and give each group a copy of the memory verse 

graphic (located in your Programming folder). Give the group some time to practice the whole memory verse. 
Announce each group to come up to the front with trumpet sounds, either from the rest of the group or play 
this. Groups take turns reciting the verse in unison. Once a group recites the verse, have everyone say, “Hear! 
Hear!” 

  (Don’t forget to also check out the memory verse signs — a combination of SEE and ASL — available in 
your Programming folder or at growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13.)

PRAYER
  God, thank you for always being at work behind the scenes, even though we don’t always notice you are. 

Help us to remember that we are never alone in the things we go through. Deep down, we know we’re safest 
and bravest when we’re trusting you. Amen.

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION
  Why was it necessary to find a new queen? 
  Who was Mordecai? 
  What was the secret Mordecai told Esther to keep? 
  Read 2 Thessalonians 2:16—17. Who encourages us to do good?
  Name a few different kinds of work people do behind the scenes. 
  Can you think of some ways God works behind the scenes for us?
  Why do you think God sometimes works behind the scenes and not center stage? 

ACTIVITY | Mad Lib Critics
  INSTRUCTIONS: Review the different parts of speech (such as noun, verb, adjective) that kids will need to 

know to do this activity. Kids will work in pairs to first fill out a list of words (without looking at the paragraph 
on the second page) before plugging it into the corresponding blanks on the second page. Have one partner 
read the words while the other writes them down in the paragraph, then switch roles. Once completed, invite 
kids to share their reviews out loud. For younger kids, pair them with a volunteer to write their ideas. Volunteers 
may also be needed to help kids understand the different parts of speech by using examples.

  Every stage performance is reviewed by a critic who writes their opinions about the play. We are all going to 
be critics today, but not the really serious kind. Let’s work together to write a silly review of what we talked 
about today!

https://growcurriculum.org/RoyalNewsTrumpetSoundEffect
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BIG IDEA
God works behind

the scenes.

BIBLE
Scene I. Esther Becomes Queen:

      Esther 2:1-18; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

QUESTIONS

  Why was it necessary to find a new queen? 
  Who was Mordecai? 
  What was the secret Mordecai told Esther to keep? 
  Read 2 Thessalonians 2:16—17. Who encourages us to do good?
  Name a few different kinds of work people do behind the scenes. 
  Can you think of some ways God works behind the scenes for us?
  Why do you think God sometimes works behind the scenes and not center stage? 

ACTIVITY

Review the different parts of speech (such as noun, verb, adjective) that kids will need to know to do this activity. Kids 
will work in pairs to first fill out a list of words (without looking at the paragraph on the second page) before plugging it 
into the corresponding blanks on the second page. Have one partner read the words while the other writes them down 
in the paragraph, then switch roles. Once completed, invite kids to share their reviews out loud. 

Every stage performance is reviewed by a critic who writes their opinions about the play. We are all going to be critics 
today, but not the really serious kind. Let’s work together to write a silly review of what we talked about today!

WEEK 1
SMALL GROUP GUIDE

MEMORY VERSE:  “For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” 
— Philippians 2:13 (NIV)

Click here for a memory verse sign language tutorial video you can share with your families and volunteers!

http://growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13
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1. Adjective:
2. Verb: 
3. Verb (ending in “ing”): 
4. Animal:
5. Noun: 
6. Adjective: 
7. Emotion: 
8. Adjective: 
9. Verb: 
10: Name of a famous person: 

11: Place: 
12. Number: 
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The                         story that                         in 

Scene I of “The Epic Events of Esther and the Empire” had  

me                         like a                         without a 

                         ! When the character of King Xerxes was 

introduced, I knew from the start that he was going to be 

                        . I really felt

for Queen Vashti — what happened to her doesn’t really seem all 

that                        . But once we   

Esther into the scene, we know she’s a real star, like 

                                 . Not only is she queen material, but 

one day, her name will be known all over                           . 

I know I am going to watch this play at least                        more 

times because I can’t wait to see what happens next! 

( 1. Adjective)

(3. Verb ending in “ing”)

(5. noun)

(6. Adjective)

(8. Adjective) (9. Verb)

(11. Place)

(12. Number)

(10. Name of a famous person)

(7. Emotion)

(4. animal)

(2. Verb)
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BIG IDEA
God helps us do good behind

the scenes.

BIBLE
Scene II. Mordecai and Haman:

Esther 3:1-6; 6:1-11; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

HOW TO PREPARE FOR THIS WEEK

DESIGN
We made lots of graphics for you! Use them 
to create slides, social media posts, and more! 
You can find them in your Graphics & Video 
folder., along with a Style Guide for this series.

 SHOP & PREP
 

We made a list of everything you'll need to 
make this week happen. Get your editable 
Shop & Prep List right here.

CUSTOMIZE
You know your kids and ministry better 
than we do, so you might want make some 
tweaks to this week’s lesson. Customize the 
lesson by editing the Word document in your 
series downloads or in the Message Builder 
Then customize this week’s presentation 
in SLIDR by adding or adjusting the images 
and videos you need for this week’s lesson. 
Finally, customize your teaching content in 
your Volunteer and Parent Hubs to share it 
with everyone’s grown-ups!

STUFF FOR THIS WEEK

TEACHING — WEEK 2
 X Shop & Prep List
 X Teaching Videos
 X Hacks for Preteens & Special Needs
 X Lesson Guide
 X Small Group Guide
 X Printables

FAMILIES & VOLUNTEERS
 X Family Handouts
 X Volunteer & Parent Emails
 X Volunteer & Parent Hubs
 X Series Promo Cards & Posters
 X Marketing Checklist
 X Social Media Posts & Captions
 X Memory Verse Sign Language

WEEK 2
LESSON OVERVIEW

http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_GraphicsVideo
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_GraphicsVideo
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_ShopandPrep_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/MessageBuilder
https://slidr.stuffyoucanuse.org/
https://hubs.stuffyoucanuse.org/
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_ShopandPrep_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/TeachingVideos_V6Elementary
http://www.growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_FamilyHandouts
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Emails_K6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Hubs_V6
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_Promo
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_MarketingChecklist
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_SocialMediaPosts
http://growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13
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HACK
If you're using Grow for your kids, you may 
want to make some tweaks to make it more 
age appropriate. Get the Preteen Hacks for 
Week 2 here and the Special Needs Hacks for 
Week 2 here.

COMMUNICATE
To make sure volunteers and families are in the 
loop, don't forget about these . . .

 X Parent & Volunteer Hubs
 X Parent & Volunteer Emails
 X Volunteer Devotional
 X Family Handouts
 X Marketing Checklist
 X Social Media Posts & Captions
 X Memory Verse

http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_PreteenHacksAll
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_SpecialNeedsHacksAll
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Hubs_V6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Emails_K6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_Devotional
http://www.growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_FamilyHandouts
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_MarketingChecklist
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_SocialMediaPosts
http://growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13
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WEEK 2 
HACKS FOR PRETEENS

To make this series more accessible for 
preteens, here's what to adjust . . 

OBJECT LESSON | Line Readers 
Instead of using Shakespeare, consider 
using famous movie (or even trending 
TikTok) quotes and have your preteens 
feed you the rest of the line! 

SCRIPTURE | 2 Thessalonians 3:6—13
After reading through this passage 
together, have kids jot down or share 
aloud some advice they might give 
someone who is trying to do good.

  REVISE   REPLACE
And here are the Building Blocks you may want to swap for 
something else . . . 

ACTIVITY | Kindness Tag
Instead of playing tag after the video, ask preteens to share personal 
examples of a time when they or someone they knew performed 
a random act of kindness. If no one has anything to share, plot a 
random act of kindness you can do together today or send an idea 
home with your students.

  REMEMBER
Preteens are able to empathize and enter into a story more deeply 
than younger elementary students. When covering the story of 
Esther, give time and space for thoughtful conversation, dialogue, 
and questions.
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WEEK 2 
HACKS FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

To make this series more accessible for kids with special 
needs, here's what to adjust . . 

ACTIVITY | Kindness Tag
After showing kids the video example of kindness, 
structure the game in which kids are tagging others with 
“kindness stickers” and saying a simple, kind statement 
like, “You are loved” or “You are awesome!” This will 
reduce the anxiety of kids having to improvise a kind 
statement on the spot. 

  REVISE

  REPLACE
And here are the Building Blocks you may want to swap 
for something else . . . 

ACTIVITY | Wardrobe Wars
Have all the kids work together to dress one teammate 
or leader and let them know that the team who worked 
together the best is the winner! You can ask kids 
afterward what kinds of things they each did to help out 
their team. 

  REMEMBER
Kids may have a hard time understanding phrases like 
“behind the scenes” or “do good”. Frontload vocabulary 
like these that are used repeatedly, particularly abstract 
concepts and figurative languages, and provide concrete 
examples to help kids better make connections.
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BIG IDEA
God helps us do good behind

the scenes.

BIBLE
Scene II. Mordecai and Haman:

Esther 3:1-6; 6:1-11; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

LARGE GROUP TIME

Welcome back to Behind the Scenes, where we’re watching the epic story of Esther play out! 

Today, we’re going to follow Mordecai and a new character, Haman, and hear about all the royal drama that goes on 
behind the scenes of the palace where Esther lives. Come with me behind the scenes where all the action starts!

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

MUSIC | Worship
  INSTRUCTIONS: You can lead kids in worship with any songs of your choice, but here are some suggestions 

that go along with this month’s theme. Make sure you have purchased any licenses required to play or perform 
these songs. For more information, read this!

  “God is Real” (Vineyard Kids) 
  “Thank the Lord” (Ark Kids)
  “In You Alone” (Lifetree Kids)
  “Raise a Hallelujah” (Community Kids) 

ACTIVITY | Wardrobe Wars
  INSTRUCTIONS: Divide the group into teams and line the kids up for a relay race. Place each team’s bin 

with different articles of clothing and accessories on the opposite side of the room. One at a time, each 
team member runs to the bin and puts on one item from the bin. Then, they’ll run back to the end of the team 
line. When the box is empty, tell everyone on the team to sit down. The first team to sit down wearing all the 
costume items from the box wins!

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: Have all the kids work together to dress one teammate or leader 
and let them know that the team who worked together the best is the winner! You can ask kids 
afterward what kinds of things they each did to help out their team.

  We are still getting ready for our stage production of The Epic Events of Esther and the Empire. 

WEEK 2
LESSON GUIDE

http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
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  Last week, we prepared our sets. Today, we’re jumping into the costumes! 
  Sometimes between scenes, the actors need to do a quick costume change. So, let’s prepare for our big 

moment!

ACTIVITY | Kindness Tag
  We’ve been talking about what happens behind the scenes, specifically what God does for us behind the 

scenes. Let’s see how we can also be someone’s behind-the-scenes person.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Show a video of random acts of kindness (like this one) and have kids point out the various 

ways people in the video are showing kindness to others. Afterward, play a round of “Kindness Tag” which is 
like normal freeze tag, but each time someone gets tagged, they have to say something kind about someone 
in the room before they can continue play. For more information on how to legally use copyrighted material 
for educational purposes, read this!

 # PRETEEN HACK: Instead of playing tag after the video, ask preteens to share personal 
examples of a time when they or someone they knew performed a random act of kindness. If 
no one has anything to share, plot a random act of kindness you can do together today or send 
an idea home with your students.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: After showing kids the video example of kindness, structure the 
game in which kids are tagging others with “kindness stickers” and saying a simple, kind 
statement like, “You are loved” or “You are awesome!” This will reduce the anxiety of kids having 
to improvise a kind statement on the spot. 

  Sometimes, the honest thing to do isn’t obvious or easy to do. But if we do the honest thing, we can really 
brighten someone’s day or even change someone’s life.

  We won’t always be noticed or rewarded for the things we do, but even if people don’t see, God always sees 
the good things we do for others.

QUESTION | Caught Doing Good
  We notice everything on the stage of a play, but sometimes, we forget the background players.
  The person lifting the curtains at the right time, the people moving props between scenes, the person who 

cleaned the whole stage the day before the big performance. These people don’t always get a lot of credit, 
but their contributions make a big difference to the entire theater team. 

  Every day, there’s something we can do for someone else — without trying to get credit for it — just out of 
kindness. 

  Have you ever been caught doing something good? 
  Or have you ever caught someone else doing something good? 

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

SCRIPTURE | Esther 3:1—6; 6:1—11 (Scene II. Mordecai and Haman)
  INSTRUCTIONS: Set up your Bible story space like you’re rehearsing a play with a director’s chair in front 

of the stage area and the audience behind you. Choose kids and volunteers to pantomime the instructions 
you call out as you tell the story. Pick a few kids to be the story’s characters: King Xerxes, Haman, Mordecai, 
Bigthana, Teresh, and the king’s people. As you tell the story, pause occasionally to tell the actors to stand in 
a certain spot or move in a certain way. 

https://growcurriculum.org/WhenNobodysWatching
https://growcurriculum.org/copyright-and-fair-use-for-churches/
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  Welcome to another exclusive, behind-the-scenes experience. Our performers are going to be rehearsing 
the second scene from our production!

  Optional: Today’s story comes from Esther 3:1—6; 6:1—11 in the Bible. Since our play is inspired by 
this original story, I’m going to read it aloud. [Read the entire passage or selected verses.]

  And now without further ado, our actors will retell the story through the art of pantomime — remember, that 
means they’ll be acting out the scene while I speak. 

  I present to you . . . The Epic Events of Esther and the Empire, Scene II: Mordecai and Haman. Places, 
everyone! And . . . action!

  When we last saw King Xerxes, he had gotten himself a brand new queen named Esther. But today’s story 
is not about her, it’s about her cousin, Mordecai. Mordecai, wave to the audience, please!

  Mordecai had warned Esther before to make sure she didn’t reveal her family’s background. 
Mordecai knew many people in the kingdom of Persia didn’t like the Jews who were living among 
them. 

  But now that Esther was queen, Mordecai was probably worried the secret would come out. So, 
he kept watch at the palace gates, pacing back and forth, back and forth, and making sure nothing 
bad happened. 

  During one of these daily strolls, he overheard something. 
  Bigthana and Teresh were planning something in hushed voices and motioning wildly. It turns out, 

they were two of the king’s officers who were trying to overthrow the king. 
  When the king found out, he gave the order for the two conspirators to be punished. Bigthana and 

Teresh, run off the stage!
  Now, you think they were bad people? There was an even bigger bad guy. His name was Haman. 

  Haman walked around the kingdom like he owned the place because he was the king’s right-hand 
man and he was very proud of it. 

  So, whenever he passed by, even the king’s people would bow down to him. Like so low, their 
noses almost touched the ground. 

  But our friend, Mordecai, refused to do this. Day after day, Haman would walk by, everyone would bow, and 
Mordecai would remain standing as tall as a tree. 

  Now, the Bible doesn’t say, but we can safely guess that Mordecai refused to bow to Haman 
because Mordecai believed in God and worshiped only God.  

  And it made Haman furious. He stomped around while he tried to think of what to do about 
Mordecai. All he knew was that he wanted to make Mordecai disappear. But not just Mordecai. 
Everyone like Mordecai who loved God. 

  One evening, King Xerxes was lying in bed. But he couldn’t sleep. He kept tossing and turning. He counted 
sheep. He did a few jumping jacks. Finally, he asked one of his people to read him a book, which was kind 
of like a journal. It was a record of everything that happened every day in his kingdom. 

  One of the accounts that were read aloud to him was about the time Mordecai had saved the 
king’s life by exposing Bigthana and Teresh’s plan to harm the king. 

  Xerxes sat up very suddenly. He just realized that nothing had been done to recognize Mordecai 
for his good deed. He scratched his head and asked out loud, “What should we do?” 

  The king’s people and Xerxes just stared at each other for a long time. They had no idea. 
  Just then, Haman had skipped into the palace courts, humming cheerfully. You see, he had an evil plan for 

Mordecai and Mordecai’s people and he was just coming to the king to talk about it. 
  But then, one of the king’s people grabbed Haman and brought him before the king. 
  Haman bowed a fancy and showy bow. 
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  The king was happy to see Haman and asked him, “What should I do for someone that I really 
want to honor?” 

  Haman couldn’t hide his excitement. He thought for sure the king was talking about him. He ran around 
the entire room with his fists in the air like he just won a big race. Then, he composed himself, cleared his 
throat, and spoke very slowly so the king wouldn’t miss a single word. 

  “What can be done for someone the king wants to honor?” Haman chuckled. “King, you should 
give me — I mean, them — a royal robe from the king’s private collection and one of the magnificent 
horses that belongs to the king. Then, get someone high-ranking to parade this person through 
the city streets, and shout at the top of their lungs, ‘This is what the king does for awesome 
people!’ I think this is fair.” 

  The king clapped his hands, grabbed Haman’s shoulders, and rushed him to the door — er, stage 
right — and told him, “Now, go do everything you just said for the guy I owe my life to . . . Mordecai.” 

  So, Haman was stuck having to honor the very man he wanted to destroy. 
  Mordecai was dressed in the king’s finest robe and rode on the king’s finest horse. And while 

Mordecai waved to the crowds, Haman was right next to him, shouting at the top of his lungs, 
“This is what the king does for awesome people!” 

  And . . . scene! Bravo, everyone! 
  You see, lots of things were happening behind the scenes. 

  Mordecai spent his behind-the-scenes time doing good things like obeying God and saving the 
king’s life. 

  Haman spent his behind-the-scenes time plotting to take Mordecai down. 
  Which do you think was the better choice? 

  Well, stay tuned, everyone . . . the story gets even better! 

BIG IDEA | God helps us do good behind the scenes.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Have someone acting as a director walk in with a megaphone and yell, “Cut! It’s time for 

the Big Idea! Who has today’s Big Idea?” Every week, the Big Idea, written on a piece of paper, will be placed at 
a different part of the stage. Choose a kid volunteer to find and read it aloud.

  We have a lot of good ideas on our own, but when combined with God’s wisdom and strength, we’re able to 
do great things for others.

  Let’s say it together to make sure we don’t forget: God helps us do good behind the scenes.

VIDEO | Behind the Scenes, Episode 2 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s episode of Grow TV. 

STORY | Behind The Scenes
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a short story about a moment in your life when you noticed someone doing something 

good behind the scenes. Share a few ways you can look back now and see how God was working through that 
person. It could be something you noticed a kid doing in your group or something you witnessed growing up. 

  It’s nice to get recognition for the good things we do, and we shouldn’t feel badly when we’re given 
compliments or prizes. 

  But we shouldn’t only do good things to get that kind of attention. The kind of love God gives us should 
motivate us to share that love, regardless of who’s watching! 

http://growcurriculum.org/TeachingVideos_V6Elementary


Grow Curriculum and Annual Strategy (Volume 6) ©2022 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

BEHIND THE SCENES (ELEMENTARY) | WEEK 2 | LESSON GUIDE  5

OBJECT LESSON | Line Readers
  Prithee good sirs and madams! ‘Tis I, thy humble teacher! Should it pleaseth thee, methinks I shall share 

some more knowledge about the Bible and the theater, where all the world’s a stage! 
  Did anyone understand any of that? I was trying to copy Elizabethan speech, which is how they talked and 

wrote in the days of possibly the most famous playwright of all time: William Shakespeare. Has anyone ever 
heard of him? 

  Shakespeare is known for writing plays like Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, and A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read aloud a famous line from a Shakespeare play and then halfway through, “forget” your 

line. Have a different volunteer yell the line from offstage.
 # PRETEEN HACK: Instead of using Shakespeare, consider using famous movie (or even 

trending TikTok) quotes and have your preteens feed you the rest of the line!
  Let me share some of the more well-known lines from Shakespeare’s plays, like: 

  “Shall I compare thee to a . . .  [...summer’s day.]”
  “To be or not to be. That . . . [...is the question.]”
  “O Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art thou . . . [Romeo.]” 
  “To thine own self . . .  [...be true.]”

  Thank you for helping me with these lines! I thought I knew them, but I definitely needed some help.
  When someone good and thoughtful is behind the scenes, we can be more confident in our lives. We all 

have someone like that — God! And God helps us do good behind the scenes for others, too.

SCRIPTURE | 2 Thessalonians 3:6—13
  Sometimes, it’s not clear what the right thing to do is. Other times, it can be hard or we can get tired of 

doing good. 
  Think about Mordecai’s story — he saved the king’s life, but he was never rewarded for it. He didn’t brag 

about it to others or ask for recognition. He did it because he knew it was the right thing to do.
  Let’s see what Paul had to say about doing good in a letter to his friends in Thessalonica.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read 2 Thessalonians 3:6—13.

 # PRETEEN HACK: After reading through this passage together, have kids jot down or share 
aloud some advice they might give someone who is trying to do good. 

  In this letter, Paul is saying followers of God should stay focused on doing what’s right and by doing that, 
they model for others what doing good looks like. 

  Paul says when people forget to do good, God’s followers should help them get back on track again.
  Paul knew doing good isn’t always easy, but it wasn’t impossible — Jesus led by a great example. 
  Jesus did endless good things for people who were sick and hurting, and Jesus didn’t do it to win 

some sort of prize. This was just how Jesus loved and shared God’s love with everyone. 
  Just like Paul writes in this Bible story, God is with us all the time, helping us do good behind the scenes. 

That’s why we should never get tired of doing good for others.

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

REFLECTION | Soliloquy Bubble
  Who remembers what a soliloquy is? It’s a theatrical word that describes characters who are talking out 

loud to themselves. 
  Let’s pretend we are either Haman or Mordecai from today’s story. If you were this character, what might 

you be saying to yourself as the story is happening? 
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  INSTRUCTIONS: Use the dry erase thought bubbles from last week. Seat everyone in a circle and take turns 
sharing responses to today’s question. Give kids a few hints by going first. Write on the thought bubble with 
a dry erase marker, then take a photo. Wipe it off and pass the bubble to the next person for a response and 
picture. At the end of the series, use these thought bubble photos as cue cards to make a video (TikTok, Reel, 
or similar style. Post only with parent permission.) or use an instant camera to snap photos to put up in your 
environment. 

  Okay, let’s take it further. What other things could Haman have said to himself that would have helped him 
better deal with his anger toward Mordecai?

  Our thoughts are kind of like behind-the-scenes characters that control our actions. When we’re filled with 
angry and bitter thoughts, we often make unwise choices. 

  But when we fill ourselves with loving thoughts, those will help us do good things! That’s how God helps us 
do good behind the scenes.

RESPONSE | Royal Imagination
  INSTRUCTIONS: Pass out an index card or piece of paper and pencil to each kid. 
  Imagine you’ve been given the abilities of a royal and you can do good for anyone who needs it. Think about 

what you would be able to do to help!
  Write or draw the good thing you want to do for someone if you were king or queen.
  Now, since we’re just imagining what we can do, think about what we can actually do. What are some of 

those things?
  The key is to not let things sit in our imaginations. I hope this exercise inspires us to actually go out and do 

good because God helps us do good behind the scenes!

MEMORY VERSE | Philippians 2:13 (NIV) 
  “For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Divide the kids into groups of five or six and give each group a copy of the memory verse 

graphic (located in your Programming folder). This week, have them decide amongst themselves how to split 
up the verse so that each person is saying only a few words from the verse. After some practice, announce 
each team to come up to the front with trumpet sounds, either from the rest of the class or play this. Groups 
take turns reciting the entire verse, one person at a time. Once a team recites the verse, have everyone say, 
“Hear! Hear!” 

  (Don’t forget to also check out the memory verse signs — a combination of SEE and ASL — available in 
your Programming folder or at growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13.)

PRAYER
  God, You’ve always been there behind the scenes, helping us to do what’s good. It’s not always easy or 

glamorous to choose to do good, but we want to do it for you and for the people in our lives. Help us to notice 
all the ways we can do good in our world even though we might not get any credit for it. We know you see 
us and that’s all that matters. Amen.

https://growcurriculum.org/RoyalNewsTrumpetSoundEffect
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SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION
  What good thing did Mordecai do for the king? 
  Why do you think Mordecai refused to bow to Haman? 
  What did Haman end up having to do for Mordecai because he thought the king was going to reward 

him?
  Read 2 Thessalonians 3:13. Why do we sometimes grow tired of doing good? What is one way you might 

remind yourself to keep doing good?
  How do you know when something you’re doing is “good?”
  Why do you think it’s important we do good even when no one’s looking? 
  What is one way you can do good this week without expecting anything in return?

ACTIVITY | The Do Good Coupon Book
  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid a copy of the printable. Have kids write the name of the person they want to 

honor on the cover page. Then in the remaining pages, have them write a different good deed they will do for 
that person (like a specific chore, a hug, reading together, breakfast, going for a walk.). Once kids are done, 
have them cut out each coupon and staple the pages together.

  King Xerxes wanted to honor Mordecai because nobody gave him anything for saving the king’s life. 
  Who’s one person in your life who you feel doesn’t get enough credit for what they do? What are some 

ways you can honor them? 
  Make a coupon for the royal gifts you would like to give them. And you know what? See how many of these 

things you would be able to do behind the scenes anyway . . .  even if they don’t use their coupon!
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BIG IDEA
God helps us do good behind

the scenes.

BIBLE
Scene II. Mordecai and Haman:

Esther 3:1-6; 6:1-11; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

QUESTIONS

  What good thing did Mordecai do for the king? 
  Why do you think Mordecai refused to bow to Haman? 
  What did Haman end up having to do for Mordecai because he thought the king was going to reward him?
  Read 2 Thessalonians 3:13. Why do we sometimes grow tired of doing good? What is one way you might 

remind yourself to keep doing good?
  How do you know when something you’re doing is “good?”
  Why do you think it’s important we do good even when no one’s looking? 
  What is one way you can do good this week without expecting anything in return?

ACTIVITY

Give each kid a copy of the printable. Have kids write the name of the person they want to honor on the cover page. 
Then in the remaining pages, have them write a different good deed they will do for that person (like a specific chore, a 
hug, reading together, breakfast, going for a walk.). Once kids are done, have them cut out each coupon and staple the 
pages together.

King Xerxes wanted to honor Mordecai because nobody gave him anything for saving the king’s life.

Who’s one person in your life who you feel doesn’t get enough credit for what they do? What are some ways you 
can honor them? 

Make a coupon for the royal gifts you would like to give them. And you know what? See how many of these things you 
would be able to do behind the scenes anyway . . . even if they don’t use their coupon!

WEEK 2
SMALL GROUP GUIDE

MEMORY VERSE:  “For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” 
— Philippians 2:13 (NIV)

Click here for a memory verse sign language tutorial video you can share with your families and volunteers!

http://growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13
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BIG IDEA
God gives us support behind

the scenes.

BIBLE
Scene III. Mordecai Asks Esther to Help: 

Esther 3:8-4:17;  Colossians 1:9-17

HOW TO PREPARE FOR THIS WEEK

DESIGN
We made lots of graphics for you! Use them 
to create slides, social media posts, and more! 
You can find them in your Graphics & Video 
folder., along with a Style Guide for this series.

 SHOP & PREP
 

We made a list of everything you'll need to 
make this week happen. Get your editable 
Shop & Prep List right here.

CUSTOMIZE
You know your kids and ministry better 
than we do, so you might want make some 
tweaks to this week’s lesson. Customize the 
lesson by editing the Word document in your 
series downloads or in the Message Builder 
Then customize this week’s presentation 
in SLIDR by adding or adjusting the images 
and videos you need for this week’s lesson. 
Finally, customize your teaching content in 
your Volunteer and Parent Hubs to share it 
with everyone’s grown-ups!

STUFF FOR THIS WEEK

TEACHING — WEEK 3
 X Shop & Prep List
 X Teaching Videos
 X Hacks for Preteens & Special Needs
 X Lesson Guide
 X Small Group Guide
 X Printables

FAMILIES & VOLUNTEERS
 X Family Handouts
 X Volunteer & Parent Emails
 X Volunteer & Parent Hubs
 X Series Promo Cards & Posters
 X Marketing Checklist
 X Social Media Posts & Captions
 X Memory Verse Sign Language

WEEK 3
LESSON OVERVIEW

http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_GraphicsVideo
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_GraphicsVideo
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_ShopandPrep_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/MessageBuilder
https://slidr.stuffyoucanuse.org/
https://hubs.stuffyoucanuse.org/
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_ShopandPrep_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/TeachingVideos_V6Elementary
http://www.growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_FamilyHandouts
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Emails_K6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Hubs_V6
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_Promo
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_MarketingChecklist
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_SocialMediaPosts
http://growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13
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HACK
If you're using Grow for your kids, you may 
want to make some tweaks to make it more 
age appropriate. Get the Preteen Hacks for 
Week 3 here and the Special Needs Hacks for 
Week 3 here.

COMMUNICATE
To make sure volunteers and families are in the 
loop, don't forget about these . . .

 X Parent & Volunteer Hubs
 X Parent & Volunteer Emails
 X Volunteer Devotional
 X Family Handouts
 X Marketing Checklist
 X Social Media Posts & Captions
 X Memory Verse

http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_PreteenHacksAll
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_SpecialNeedsHacksAll
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Hubs_V6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Emails_K6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_Devotional
http://www.growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_FamilyHandouts
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_MarketingChecklist
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_SocialMediaPosts
http://growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13
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WEEK 3 
HACKS FOR PRETEENS

To make this series more accessible for 
preteens, here's what to adjust . . 

QUESTION | Who is your supporter? 
Once they have an answer for someone who 
has supported them, have them construct a 
thank you note to that person.

RESPONSE | Break a Leg 
Have preteens make an origami chair and 
write their responses on it. Check out a 
tutorial like this one to learn how to fold a 
paper chair.

  REVISE   REPLACE
And here are the Building Blocks you may want to swap for 
something else . . . 

REFLECTION | Soliloquy Bubble
Select a few snippets from the Bible passage to create caption 
slides and play a reverse “Caption This” game with preteens 
where they act out the “caption” given to them. For example, 
you can give them “If I perish, I perish” (Esther 4:16) and have 
them pose in a way that fits that caption.

  REMEMBER
As we enter the third week of this series, remind preteens that 
this is a REAL story that happened with REAL people. This 
may especially help the preteen boys to reengage with the 
story, as they are more developmentally prone to connect to 
biographical content.

https://growcurriculum.org/VeryEasyOrigamiChairInstructionsPaperChairTutorialForBeginnersPaperCraftVideos
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WEEK 3 
HACKS FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

To make this series more accessible for kids 
with special needs, here's what to adjust . .

ACTIVITY | Production Party
Instead of using real food, use play food so 
that kids don’t feel left out when only the 
leaders are given food. If it’s close to snack 
time, consider having them help you put 
snack packs together for the group.

  REVISE   REPLACE
And here are the Building Blocks you may want to swap for 
something else . . . 

ACTIVITY | Susa Support
Give each group the same number of cups and ask them to build 
the tallest tower with the sturdiest foundation. You can discuss 
with kids afterward about how having support is like a structure 
with a solid foundation. 

There are many people who support kids with special needs 
and their families. Reach out to families and find ways to 
acknowledge all the people who work with them and their kids 
behind the scenes. 

  REMEMBER
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BIG IDEA
God gives us support behind

the scenes.

BIBLE
Scene III. Mordecai Asks Esther to Help: 

Esther 3:8-4:17;  Colossians 1:9-17

LARGE GROUP TIME

This is our third week Behind the Scenes! We’ve been diving headfirst into our own exclusive play, The Epic Events of 
Esther and the Empire!

Tensions between Mordecai and Haman are rising quickly, and today, we’re going to see what evil plots are being 
hatched against Mordecai, Esther, and the Jewish people living in Persia. It’s showtime!

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

MUSIC | Worship
  INSTRUCTIONS: You can lead kids in worship with any songs of your choice, but here are some suggestions 

that go along with this month’s theme. Make sure you have purchased any licenses required to play or perform 
these songs. For more information, read this!

  “God is Real” (Vineyard Kids) 
  “Thank the Lord” (Ark Kids)
  “In You Alone” (Lifetree Kids)
  “Raise a Hallelujah” (Community Kids) 

ACTIVITY | Production Party
  INSTRUCTIONS: In this food-services-themed relay race, kids will be the servers, and the leaders will be the 

hungry stage crew waiting for lunch. Divide kids into teams and line each team up and assign one leader to 
be at the end of each line. Have individually-wrapped items — like wrapped sandwiches, bags of chips, water 
bottles, Jell-O cups, and spoons — mixed up inside a bin. The first kid in the line will select an item from the 
bin, put it on a tray, then pass the tray down the line from one kid to the next, until it reaches the leader. Have 
the last kid rush to the front of the line with the empty tray, place a new food item on it, then pass the tray down 
the line again. The first team to give their designated leader a complete meal wins.

WEEK 3
LESSON GUIDE

https://growcurriculum.org/copyright-and-fair-use-for-churches/
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 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: Instead of using real food, use play food so that kids don’t feel left out 
when only the leaders are given food. If it’s close to snack time, consider having them help you 
put snack packs together for the group. 

  It’s another day of rehearsal of our awesome play, The Epic Events of Esther and the Empire!
  The only thing left to do is to supply our set with food and drinks for everyone who’ll be working behind the 

scenes and onstage.
  The first team to supply their leaders with fully-assembled lunch trays wins!

ACTIVITY | Susa Support
  Today, we have a simple game for you all to play. You’ll all be winners, I’m sure. The thing is, you’ll need help 

from your teammates to win.
  All you have to do is take these three cups and stack them like this. No problem, right? Well, you have to use 

this contraption to do it! 
  Let the race begin!
  INSTRUCTIONS: Divide kids into groups of three. Each team has three plastic cups that will start on the floor 

or on a table. Teams will use a contraption of three pieces of string tied to a rubber band (like this) to move 
the cups. Teams must put the rubber band over the cup and hold the ends of the string to move and stack 
the cups. Ask two volunteers to help you demonstrate how to put the rubber band over the cup and move the 
cup around.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: Give each group the same number of cups and ask them to build 
the tallest tower with the sturdiest foundation. You can discuss with kids afterward about how 
having support is like a structure with a solid foundation. 

  Does anyone know the name of the city where Esther’s story takes place? It’s a city called Susa.  
  We’re going to find out today how many of the residents of Susa were about to get some terrible news and 

to get through it, they’d need each other. 

QUESTION | Who is your supporter? 
  Today, we’re talking a lot about how others are there for you and you can be there for others. We call that 

supporting each other! 
  Who’s someone who has supported you big time this year? How did they do that? 

  Did they show up to a game or event of yours? 
  Did they cheer you on and encourage you?
  Did they help you out of a sticky situation? 
  Did they teach you something new? 
  Did they pray for you when you were sick? 
  Did they give you something you really needed? 

 # PRETEEN HACK: Once they have an answer for someone who has supported them, have 
them construct a thank you note to that person.

SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

SCRIPTURE | Esther 3:8—4:17 (Scene III. Mordecai Asks Esther to Help) 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Set up your Bible story space like you’re rehearsing a play with a director’s chair in front 

of the stage area and the audience behind you. Choose kids and volunteers to pantomime the instructions 
you call out as you tell the story. Pick a few kids to be the story’s characters: Xerxes, Haman, royal scribes, 

https://growcurriculum.org/CupStackingTeamBuildingActivity
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a messenger, Esther, and Mordecai. As you tell the story, pause occasionally to tell the actors to stand in a 
certain spot or move in a certain way. 

  Well, hello! You’re in for a treat with yet another exclusive, behind-the-scenes experience. In today’s 
installment of our play, we’re going to witness how Haman hatched an evil plot to destroy his archnemesis, 
Mordecai, and his people.  

  Optional: The scene we’re rehearsing today is a dramatic retelling of the Bible story found in Esther 
3:8-4:17. I’m going to read it before we dive into our artistic interpretation. [Read the entire passage 
or selected verses.]

  And now without further ado, I present to you . . . The Epic Events of Esther and the Empire, Scene III: 
Mordecai Asks Esther to Help. 

  Places, everyone! And . . . action!
  Haman was a high-ranking member of the king’s court. In fact, he was like the second most powerful man 

in the kingdom. 
  That’s why whenever Haman entered the room, everyone around him would bow. 
  But not Mordecai. Mordecai loved and worshiped God only. 
  And every time Mordecai didn’t bow, Haman got angrier and angrier until one day, he decided he 

needed to get rid of Mordecai. And not just Mordecai — all of Mordecai’s people, too, who were 
called the Jews. 

  So, Haman sought an audience with the king. King Xerxes listened. He nodded his head a lot. Haman made 
the Jewish people sound like an absolute menace to the kingdom. 

  So, the king took off his ring and gave it to Haman, which meant Haman could create and enforce 
any laws he wanted. 

  Haman took the ring, smiled a villainous smile, then skipped off to set his plan in motion. 
  Soon after that happened, the royal scribes were summoned and they all wrote out the order Haman made 

up and these notices were delivered all throughout the land. 
  And the order was this: In less than a year, on the date of the decree, all the Jewish people would be 

rounded up and destroyed — men, women, children, and probably their pets, too. 
  Cut!

  [Turn to audience.] This is your cue to gasp because this is awful news! Everyone give me a big 
gasp. 

  One more time, only this time, louder and clap your hands to your mouth, too, like you can’t believe 
it! Good. Now, you’re all part of the play! Okay, let’s move on. 

  And . . . action!
  When Mordecai heard this, he did more than gasp. He was so anguished, he tore his clothes and wept 

aloud and dressed in sackcloth along with the rest of the city. 
  Don’t really tear your clothes, though, Mordecai, this is just a play. Just act it out. Show me some 

real pain. Excellent work, you’re a natural. 
  Mordecai’s cousin, Esther, who was now the queen, was in the palace when she found out he was dressed 

in sackcloth and mourning at the gates. 
  So, she sent a messenger to find out why. 

  The messenger ran from the palace to the gate where Mordecai was. 
  Mordecai told the messenger, Hathak, to tell Esther about what Haman had done. He gave the messenger 

a copy of the decree that was posted everywhere that contained the order. He told the messenger to tell 
Esther that she needed to go talk to the king and ask him to cancel this order. 

  So, the messenger ran from the gate back to Esther. 
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  When she heard Mordecai’s message, Esther crossed her arms. There was no way she could do what 
Mordecai was asking. Esther knew she had to talk to the king, but no one was allowed to go to him without 
an appointment. If she just showed up unannounced, she could be in really big trouble! 

  So, the messenger ran back to Mordecai with Esther’s reply. 
  And this is what Mordecai said back to her, “Just because you’re the queen, don’t think that will save you 

from what Haman has ordered for the Jews. I don’t doubt that our people will be rescued somehow, but 
what if the relief was meant to come because of you? What if you became queen for this very reason?”

  The messenger, now thoroughly out of breath and getting very tired, ran back with Mordecai’s 
message to Esther. 

  Hearing this, she sent back one final message. She said, “Get everyone together. Don’t eat. Just pray. After 
that, I’ll go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I die trying, then I die trying.”

  Starting that moment, Esther, Mordecai, and all the Jewish people in the city of Susa began to pray. 
  And . . . scene! Bravo, everyone! 
  Wow, talk about a cliffhanger! I wonder how they’re going to get out of this terrible situation . . . or if they’ll 

get out of it at all. Find out next time as we wrap up our play!

BIG IDEA | God gives us support behind the scenes.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Have someone acting as a director walk in with a megaphone and yell, “Cut! It’s time for 

the Big Idea! Who has today’s Big Idea?” Every week, the Big Idea, written on a piece of paper, will be placed at 
a different part of the stage. Choose a kid volunteer to find and read it aloud.

  God gives us support behind the scenes! Not only does God work behind the scenes and helps us do good 
for others, but God also gives us all the support we need. It’s the best kind of support that gives us both 
strength and courage to do what’s right.

  Let’s say the Big Idea together to make sure we don’t forget: God gives us support behind the scenes.

VIDEO | Behind the Scenes, Episode 3 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s episode of Grow TV. 

STORY | Someone Helped Me
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a short story about a moment growing up when you really needed support. Why did 

you need help? Who supported you? How did they know you needed extra care? How did God use that person 
or group to change the way things were going for you? Invite kids to imagine how God provides support for 
them.

  There was a time when I needed support and there was someone there for me. 
  In the same way, God always wants the best for us and wants us to feel loved in all that we do. 
  God gives us support behind the scenes.

OBJECT LESSON | Background Support
  INSTRUCTIONS: Play two clips from Encanto’s “We Don’t Talk About Bruno” The first clip is the song without 

the accompanying instruments, the second clip is the original recording. If you don’t want to show the entire 
thing, feel free to play just a section, but make sure you show the same section from both videos so kids 
can compare and contrast. For more information on how to legally use copyrighted material for educational 
purposes, read this!

  One popular form of theater is musical theater. Can you guess why it’s called that? It has both talking and 
singing. Can you think of any examples of movies or shows that are also musicals? (Allow kids to respond. 

http://growcurriculum.org/TeachingVideos_V6Elementary
https://growcurriculum.org/WeDontTalkAboutBrunoWithoutMusicEncantoMusicalsWithoutMusic
https://growcurriculum.org/WeDontTalkAboutBrunoFromEncanto
http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
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Some of their answers might include: Frozen, Over the Moon, Tangled, Moana, The Princess and the Frog, 
High School Musical: The Musical, Vivo, Descendants, The Lion King, etc.)

  Those are great examples. One way I like to think about support is through music. So, let’s take a look 
at one of these: Encanto! We’re going to listen to the same song twice, once with the instruments in the 
background, and once without any music at all. 

  That’s what it’s like to have support. It still sounded great without any music — some music is made that 
way on purpose, which is called a cappella. But once the music came in, didn’t the entire song just sound 
so much fuller? 

  There are many things in our lives we can do just fine on our own, while there are other things that seem 
impossible to do by ourselves. 

  But for anything we face, big or small, God is always there for us. We can do everything even better because 
God gives us support behind the scenes. 

SCRIPTURE | Colossians 1:9—17
  When Mordecai and all the Jews heard about the decree Haman had issued on behalf of the king, they 

were frightened . . . they didn’t want to die! So, they came together and did something very important: They 
prayed. 

  And prayer is something God’s people everywhere throughout time have always done. 
  Many years later, Paul wrote a letter to followers of God living in a place called Colossae. In the letter, Paul 

reminds them that he and his team were praying for them nonstop.
  Let’s read what he wrote. 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Colossians 1:9—17. Then, spend some time praying with the kids.
  Paul prays that the people in Colossae would have God’s wisdom, but not only that, he prays they would 

also have the strength and patience to keep going. 
  Paul reminds the Colossians that Jesus is above everything and everyone. Even kings and queens, 

presidents, and officers all answer to Jesus. 
  And that’s why we pray! That’s why the Jews living in Persia prayed to God when they were afraid for their 

lives. They trusted God would support them because they knew God was more powerful than Haman or 
even the king. 

  Do you sometimes feel alone or scared? Do you ever feel like nobody really understands you? Well, 
there is someone who knows you so well and loves you. We can always pray and ask God for the support 
we need. 

  Why don’t we do that right now? 

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

REFLECTION | Soliloquy Bubble
  It’s time for another soliloquy reel! Remember, a soliloquy in theater is a speech that a character gives to 

oneself — it’s kind of like talking to yourself! 
  Today, let’s get into either Esther or Mordecai’s head. You just heard what Haman had done, and now, your 

life is at risk. If you were this character, what might you be saying to yourself as the story is happening? 
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  INSTRUCTIONS:  Use the dry erase thought bubbles from the previous weeks. Seat the kids in a circle and 
take turns sharing responses to today’s question. Give the kids a few hints by going first. Write on the thought 
bubble with a dry erase marker, then take a photo of it. Wipe it off and pass the bubble to the next person for a 
response and picture. At the end of the series, use these thought bubble photos as cue cards to make a video 
(TikTok, Reel, or similar style. Post only with parent permission.) or use an instant camera to snap photos to 
put up in your environment. 

 # PRETEEN HACK: Select a few snippets from the Bible passage to create caption slides and 
play a reverse “Caption This” game with preteens where they act out the “caption” given to 
them. For example, you can give them “If I perish, I perish” (Esther 4:16) and have them pose in 
a way that fits that caption.

  It’s wonderful to imagine what behind-the-scenes thoughts these characters might’ve been having. But no 
matter what they might have been thinking on the inside, on the outside, they prayed and asked for God’s 
help. They knew what we know today — God gives us support behind the scenes, especially when we ask! 

RESPONSE | Break a Leg
  Because we know God gives us support behind the scenes, we can do the same for others!
  Has anyone ever heard the expression used in theater, “Break a leg?” What do you think it means?

  It’s an odd saying, but it comes from a long time ago when audiences would bang their chairs on 
the ground when they liked a performance. If the leg of the chair broke, that meant the actor did 
a good job! 

  So, when we tell performers to “break a leg,” it’s like saying, “Good luck! I hope you do really well!” 
It’s a wonderful way of supporting fellow thespians — which is a fancy word for actors. 

  Giving support is as easy as saying “Break a leg!” We can support others in many different ways, like saying 
kind words, giving them something they need, helping them with a chore or assignment, or even just sitting 
with them and listening. 

  Take a minute to think about how someone has supported you in the past and who you might want to 
support from now on. 

  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid four popsicle sticks and a piece of cardstock paper. On each popsicle stick, 
have them write the name of someone who has supported them or someone they can support. Then, have 
them glue the sticks to the paper to look like the side view of a chair (roughly resembling a lowercase “h”). 

 # PRETEEN HACK: Have preteens make an origami chair and write their responses on it. Check 
out a tutorial like this one to learn how to fold a paper chair.

MEMORY VERSE | Philippians 2:13 (NIV) 
  “For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Divide kids into groups of five or six and give each group a copy of the memory verse 

graphic (located in your Programming folder). This week, have each team member practice the verse and tell 
them they should know it really well. After some practice, announce each team to come up to the front with 
trumpet sounds, either from the rest of the class or play this. Have the team line up and point to one person to 
say the first word of the verse, then point to another person in the group to say the next word. Keep pointing 
at random until the team recites the entire verse. Then, have everyone say, “Hear! Hear!” 

  (Don’t forget to also check out the memory verse signs — a combination of SEE and ASL — available in 
your Programming folder or at growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13.)

https://growcurriculum.org/VeryEasyOrigamiChairInstructionsPaperChairTutorialForBeginnersPaperCraftVideos
https://growcurriculum.org/RoyalNewsTrumpetSoundEffect
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PRAYER
  God, thank you for always being there behind the scenes and giving us support. Sometimes, we feel alone or 

afraid, but you cheer us on and give us everything we need. Thank you for also giving us others we can lean 
on. Help us to be good supporters, too, and let them know how much you love us all. Amen. 

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION
  What happened that made Mordecai and all the Jews in Susa weep and become afraid? 
  Why was Esther afraid to do what Mordecai asked her to do?
  What kind of support did Esther ask Mordecai for?
  Read Colossians 1:9. How did Paul support the people who were living in Colossae?
  How has God given you support in the past? How do you know? 
  Is it possible to support someone you don’t get along with? Why do you think that? 
  What is one way you can support someone you know this week? 

ACTIVITY | Playbill Prayers
  INSTRUCTIONS: Give each kid a playbill printable and have kids write prayer requests in each other’s books. 

Use the blank version if you want kids to decorate their own cover. 
  A playbill is a program that’s passed out at theater performances. It contains information like the names 

of everyone who worked on the play, the names of the actors, the titles of the scenes, and advertisements. 
  We’re going to use our playbill to show how we can support each other. Write or draw one thing you want to 

ask your friend to pray for and also one way you’re going to pray for them! Let’s fill our playbills with as many 
prayers to remember that God gives us support behind the scenes!



Grow Curriculum and Annual Strategy (Volume 6) ©2022 Stuff You Can Use. All rights reserved. www.stuffyoucanuse.org

BIG IDEA
God gives us support behind

the scenes.

BIBLE
Scene III. Mordecai Asks Esther to Help: 

Esther 3:8-4:17;  Colossians 1:9-17

QUESTIONS

  What happened that made Mordecai and all the Jews in Susa weep and become afraid? 
  Why was Esther afraid to do what Mordecai asked her to do?
  What kind of support did Esther ask Mordecai for?
  Read Colossians 1:9. How did Paul support the people who were living in Colossae?
  How has God given you support in the past? How do you know? 
  Is it possible to support someone you don’t get along with? Why do you think that? 
  What is one way you can support someone you know this week? 

ACTIVITY

Give each kid a playbill printable and have kids write prayer requests in each other’s books. Use the blank version if you 
want kids to decorate their own cover. 

A playbill is a program that’s passed out at theater performances. It contains information like the names of everyone 
who worked on the play, the names of the actors, the titles of the scenes, and advertisements.

We’re going to use our playbill to show how we can support each other. Write or draw one thing you want to ask 
your friend to pray for and also one way you’re going to pray for them! Let’s fill our playbills with as many prayers to 
remember that God gives us support behind the scenes!

WEEK 3
SMALL GROUP GUIDE

MEMORY VERSE:  “For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” 
— Philippians 2:13 (NIV)

Click here for a memory verse sign language tutorial video you can share with your families and volunteers!

http://growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13
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BIG IDEA: God gives us support behind 
the scenes. 

BIBLE: Scene III. Mordecai Asks Esther to Help: 
Esther 3:8-4:17;  Colossians 1:9-17
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BIG IDEA
God gives us peace behind

the scenes.

BIBLE
Scene IV. Esther Talks to the King: 

Esther 5:1-8, 7:1-6; 8:1-8; Psalm 122:6-9

HOW TO PREPARE FOR THIS WEEK

DESIGN
We made lots of graphics for you! Use them 
to create slides, social media posts, and more! 
You can find them in your Graphics & Video 
folder., along with a Style Guide for this series.

 SHOP & PREP
 

We made a list of everything you'll need to 
make this week happen. Get your editable 
Shop & Prep List right here.

CUSTOMIZE
You know your kids and ministry better 
than we do, so you might want make some 
tweaks to this week’s lesson. Customize the 
lesson by editing the Word document in your 
series downloads or in the Message Builder 
Then customize this week’s presentation 
in SLIDR by adding or adjusting the images 
and videos you need for this week’s lesson. 
Finally, customize your teaching content in 
your Volunteer and Parent Hubs to share it 
with everyone’s grown-ups!

STUFF FOR THIS WEEK

TEACHING — WEEK 4
 X Shop & Prep List
 X Teaching Videos
 X Hacks for Preteens & Special Needs
 X Lesson Guide
 X Small Group Guide
 X Printables

FAMILIES & VOLUNTEERS
 X Family Handouts
 X Volunteer & Parent Emails
 X Volunteer & Parent Hubs
 X Series Promo Cards & Posters
 X Marketing Checklist
 X Social Media Posts & Captions
 X Memory Verse Sign Language

WEEK 4
LESSON OVERVIEW

http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_GraphicsVideo
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_GraphicsVideo
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_ShopandPrep_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/MessageBuilder
https://slidr.stuffyoucanuse.org/
https://hubs.stuffyoucanuse.org/
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_ShopandPrep_Elementary
http://growcurriculum.org/TeachingVideos_V6Elementary
http://www.growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_FamilyHandouts
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Emails_K6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Hubs_V6
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_Promo
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_MarketingChecklist
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_SocialMediaPosts
http://growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13
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HACK
If you're using Grow for your kids, you may 
want to make some tweaks to make it more 
age appropriate. Get the Preteen Hacks for 
Week 4 here and the Special Needs Hacks for 
Week 4 here.

COMMUNICATE
To make sure volunteers and families are in the 
loop, don't forget about these . . .

 X Parent & Volunteer Hubs
 X Parent & Volunteer Emails
 X Volunteer Devotional
 X Family Handouts
 X Marketing Checklist
 X Social Media Posts & Captions
 X Memory Verse

http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_PreteenHacksAll
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_SpecialNeedsHacksAll
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Hubs_V6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/Emails_K6
http://www.growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_Devotional
http://www.growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_FamilyHandouts
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_MarketingChecklist
http://growcurriculum.org/BehindTheScenes_SocialMediaPosts
http://growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13
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WEEK 4 
HACKS FOR PRETEENS

To make this series more accessible for preteens, here's 
what to adjust . . 

QUESTION | When I Say, “Peace,” You Say . .  .
After each team jots down all the peace-related words, 
have them put their heads together to pick the one word 
from the list that reminds them the most of peace. 
Encourage a little healthy debate and have preteens 
defend their choices. 

SCRIPTURE | Esther 5:1—8, 7:1—6; 8:1—8 (Scene IV. 
Esther Talks to the King)
Recruit preteens to give a recap of the story so far for 
the rest of the group. Use the coloring pages provided 
for this series and have them create “storyboards” to 
give their summaries. 

  REVISE   REPLACE

  REMEMBER

And here are the Building Blocks you may want to swap 
for something else . . . 

ACTIVITY | Curtain Call
Another fun way to wrap up a production is to watch 
outtakes of the performance! Have your preteens put 
together a made-up blooper reel of this month’s Bible 
stories to show this week (they can record them or 
perform them live). You may choose to look up age-
appropriate blooper reels for inspiration. 

Preteens are dealing with physical and emotional 
changes in a big way, making them more susceptible 
to anger and other emotions that are not peace. Take 
a moment to explain why choosing peace in moments 
of anger or frustration is healthy and give them some 
practical steps on how they can cool down whenever 
peace eludes them, such as counting to five before 
responding, walking away, not having the last word, 
choosing to see the best in people even when it’s hard, 
etc.
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WEEK 4 
HACKS FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

To make this series more accessible for kids with special 
needs, here's what to adjust . . 

ACTIVITY | Four Corners (of Persia)
Have everyone stand in a circle with their eyes closed. 
Walk around the circle and tap one kid on the shoulder 
— that person is “Haman.” Remind kids not to let anyone 
else know if they got tapped or not. Then play Four 
Corners the usual way, with a leader being the person in 
the middle to call out the corners. If the person who is 
“Haman” is in the corner that the leader calls out Haman 
has been caught! Repeat as much as time and interest 
allow. 

  REVISE   REPLACE
And here are the Building Blocks you may want to swap 
for something else . . . 

QUESTION | When I Say, “Peace,” You Say . .  .
Turn this into a form of Socratic discussion. Have 
leaders provide kids with picture examples of different 
forms of “peace” (a river, a peace sign, a handshake, etc.) 
and discuss what comes to mind for them.

  REMEMBER
Flexible seating is helpful to meet kids’ sensory needs 
(e.g., wobbly chair, yoga ball, bean bag chair, rocker, 
wobble cushion, etc.). Things as simple as carpet circles 
for individual students may help them stay in their seats.
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BIG IDEA
God gives us peace behind

the scenes.

BIBLE
Scene IV. Esther Talks to the King: 

Esther 5:1-8, 7:1-6; 8:1-8; Psalm 122:6-9

LARGE GROUP TIME

Welcome back to our final week of Behind the Scenes! We’ve been totally immersed in the play, The Epic Events of 
Esther and the Empire!

Remember, there’s a new rule calling for the destruction of all the Jews living in Persia. Who will save the day? Will it 
be Mordecai? Esther? Will they succeed before the final curtain? Let’s find out!

WHAT? What are we talking about today?

MUSIC | Worship
  INSTRUCTIONS: You can lead kids in worship with any songs of your choice, but here are some suggestions 

that go along with this month’s theme. Make sure you have purchased any licenses required to play or perform 
these songs. For more information, read this!

  “God is Real” (Vineyard Kids) 
  “Thank the Lord” (Ark Kids)
  “In You Alone” (Lifetree Kids)
  “Raise a Hallelujah” (Community Kids) 

ACTIVITY | Curtain Call 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Let all of your leaders and volunteers know that you’ll be honoring them today. Have them 

all stand in a line and hold hands like stage actors do at the end of a performance. Each time they bow, have 
the kids do a different clap: golf clap, “round of applause” by clapping in a circle, “seal of approval” with arms 
out and barking like a seal, snapping, shaking the chairs, stomping, jazz hands, and any others you want! 
Optional: Bring in some artificial, single roses for the kids to throw at the volunteers. 

WEEK 4
LESSON GUIDE

http://stuffyoucanuse.org/copyright
https://growcurriculum.org/ImageOfCastAtEndOfPlay
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 # PRETEEN HACK: Another fun way to wrap up a production is to watch outtakes of the 
performance! Have your preteens put together a made-up blooper reel of this month’s Bible 
stories to show this week (they can record them or perform them live). You may choose to look 
up age-appropriate blooper reels for inspiration.

  Today is the final day of rehearsal for our play. So far, we’ve prepared the sets and costumes, then we got 
ready for the big production by providing food for the crew, and now, we can celebrate a job well done!

  Let’s honor all of the volunteers, teachers, and coordinators who do so much behind the scenes. As they 
come out for the curtain call — or final bow — let’s give them unending applause! 

ACTIVITY | Four Corners (of Persia)
  INSTRUCTIONS: Post different numbers or colors in each corner of the room. Choose one person to stand 

in the middle of the room with a blindfold on — they’re “Haman.” When the music plays, kids pick a corner 
to stand in. When the music stops, every kid freezes. The blindfolded volunteer calls out a corner (color or 
number), and everyone in that corner is out. Hand each kid who is out one puzzle piece. Play as many rounds 
as you can before Haman is stopped. To stop Haman, every kid who got out must work together to solve the 
jigsaw puzzle. Once the puzzle is complete, everyone has to yell, “Stop, Haman!” Prepare an extra puzzle to 
play again with a different volunteer as Haman, in case this game goes by quicker than expected. 

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: Have everyone stand in a circle with their eyes closed. Walk around 
the circle and tap one kid on the shoulder — that person is “Haman.” Remind kids not to let 
anyone else know if they got tapped or not. Then play Four Corners the usual way, with a leader 
being the person in the middle to call out the corners. If the person who is “Haman” is in the 
corner that the leader calls out Haman has been caught! Repeat as much as time and interest 
allow.

  If you recall, the villain in The Epic Events of Esther and the Empire is a man named Haman. We’ll see what 
our heroes do to thwart his evil plan. But first, let’s play a game and try defeating “Haman” ourselves! 

  While the music is playing, pick a corner. If Haman calls the corner you’re standing in, come over here to the 
puzzle station. Everyone here will get one piece of the puzzle and work together to complete it. 

  Work quickly to solve the puzzle while your friends playing Four Corners keep trying to avoid getting caught. 
Once the puzzle is complete, let’s all yell, “Stop, Haman!” 

QUESTION | When I Say, “Peace,” You Say . . . 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Divide kids into as many groups as you have leaders for. Give each group a paper and pen 

and have leaders write down the kids’ ideas. Have each group share their responses afterward.
 # PRETEEN HACK: After each team jots down all the peace-related words, have them put 

their heads together to pick the one word from the list that reminds them the most of peace. 
Encourage a little healthy debate and have preteens defend their choices.

 # SPECIAL NEEDS HACK: Turn this into a form of Socratic discussion. Have leaders provide 
kids with picture examples of different forms of “peace” (a river, a peace sign, a handshake, etc.) 
and discuss what comes to mind for them.

  As a group, I want you to think of all the words that come to mind when I say the word “peace.” It doesn’t have 
to mean the same thing — just list all the words that first pop into your head! 

  Peace means different things to different people. And even though that’s the case, we’ll learn today the kind 
of peace God gives is perfect!
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SO WHAT? Why does it matter to God and to us?

SCRIPTURE | Esther 5:1—8, 7:1—6; 8:1—8 (Scene IV. Esther Talks to the King)
  INSTRUCTIONS: Set up your Bible story space like you’re rehearsing a play with a director’s chair in front of 

the stage area and the audience behind you. Choose kids and volunteers to pantomime the instructions you 
call out as you tell the story. Pick a few kids to be the story’s characters: Xerxes, Haman, Esther, and Mordecai. 
As you tell the story, pause occasionally to tell the actors to stand in a certain spot or move in a certain way. 
Have volunteers ready to bring in a banquet table when you give the cue and have them be the guards to take 
Haman away at the end. Have a flashlight ready to use as a “spotlight.”

 # PRETEEN HACK: Recruit preteens to give a recap of the story so far for the rest of the group. 
Use the coloring pages provided for this series and have them create “storyboards” to give their 
summaries.

  Welcome, one and all, to the last exclusive, behind-the-scenes experience. Our actors are rehearsing the 
final scene of our play and I think all of you will be most impressed. 

  Optional: The original script for our play can be found in Esther 5:1—8, 7:1—6. I’m going to read it 
aloud before we present to you our stage version. [Read the entire passage or selected verses.]

  And now without further ado, I present to you . . . The Epic Events of Esther and the Empire, Scene IV: Esther 
Talks to the King. 

  Places, everyone! And . . . action!
  In the previous scene, Mordecai had asked his cousin, Esther, who was the queen of Persia, to help save 

her people from Haman the Horrible by talking to the king. 
  Okay, that’s not what they called him, but he was indeed horrible. Because he was mad at 

Mordecai, Haman wanted to destroy an entire group of people.
  Esther was afraid to do it. Anyone who approached the king without being called on could also 

be in big trouble. 
  But Mordecai reminded her that maybe God had allowed her to become queen for exactly this 

moment. She was the only one who could help now. 
  So, after asking Mordecai to call on their community to pray for her, Esther decided she would visit with 

the king. 
  Esther slowly put on her royal robe. She topped it off with her shiny crown. Then, she slowly 

walked toward the throne room where the king was. 
  She took a deep breath. 

  The king looked up from his extravagant royal chair. And who was this radiant creature standing in his 
court? Why, it was the queen! He quickly held out his golden scepter toward her, which meant that it was 
okay for Esther to enter. 

  Esther walked forward and touched the tip of the scepter as the king started to speak. 
  But Esther didn’t start by mentioning the big problem she really wanted to talk to the king about. 

She invited the king and Haman to a banquet — which is just a party with fancy food. 
  [Call offstage.] Okay, stage crew, let’s bring in the banquet table! 
  So the king, the queen, and Haman sat down and enjoyed a fancy banquet. I wonder what they were 

thinking? [Turn on the flashlight and shine toward each of the characters, avoiding their eyes.]
  Esther was probably really nervous and just waiting for the right moment to bring up her request 

to the king so she could save her people. 
  Haman was probably feeling really happy with himself, seeing that he was specifically invited by 

the queen to join her and the king for this party. 
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  The king was probably just staring at Esther the entire time because he couldn’t believe how lucky 
he was that she was queen. 

  At the end of the banquet, Esther spoke up. But again, instead of mentioning what she really wanted to talk 
about, she . . . invited them to another banquet the next day! So, that’s what they did. [Turn on the flashlight 
and shine toward each of the characters.]

  Haman was probably still really proud of himself for snagging another exclusive invitation to the 
queen’s banquet. 

  The king was probably starting to get suspicious. Why did the queen suddenly throw two parties 
back to back? She must want something. 

  Queen Esther was gathering all her courage because tonight was the moment she would bring up 
what needed to be said. Watch out, Haman. 

  So, when King Xerxes turned to the queen, flashed a winning smile, and said to her, “What’s on your mind? 
You can ask me for anything, you know,” Esther answered: “If you really mean what you say, then please, 
save my life and the lives of my people.”  

  The king scratched his head. 
  Haman froze. His mouth fell open. 

  Esther continued, “You see, someone put out an order for the Jews to be destroyed. I’m also a Jew and 
these are my people. If it were anything else, I wouldn’t have bothered you. But we really need your help.” 

  King Xerxes stood up, filled with rage. “Who would do such a thing!” he demanded. 
  Esther pointed at Haman. 
  Haman begged Esther to save his life. Then, he tried to make a run for it. But he was caught 

by some of the king’s people and was dragged away to receive the same fate he wanted for 
Mordecai and all the Jews. 

  That same day, King Xerxes gave everything Haman owned to Esther and gave her and Mordecai his ring 
so they could write a new law that would undo Haman’s old law. The people were safe!

  And . . . scene! Bravo, everyone! 
  Every character in every scene had a part to play. But there’s someone we don’t see on stage but is the only 

reason everything worked out the way it did. Can you guess who that is? It’s God! 

BIG IDEA | God gives us peace behind the scenes.
  INSTRUCTIONS: Have someone acting as a director walk in with a megaphone and yell, “Cut! It’s time for 

the Big Idea! Who has today’s Big Idea?” Every week, the Big Idea, written on a piece of paper, will be placed at 
a different part of the stage. Choose a kid volunteer to find and read it aloud.

  God gives us peace behind the scenes! The characters in the book of Esther in the Bible never use God’s 
name, but we know that behind the scenes, God worked to keep the Jewish people safe and to give them 
peace. 

  Let’s say the Big Idea together to make sure we don’t forget: God gives us peace behind the scenes!

VIDEO | Behind the Scenes, Episode 4 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week’s episode of Grow TV. 

http://growcurriculum.org/TeachingVideos_V6Elementary
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STORY | Behind The Scenes
  INSTRUCTIONS: Tell a short story about a time you experienced when you really didn’t have peace. Maybe 

it’s a time when you were a teenager and you were in an argument with friends. Maybe it’s a time you were job 
hunting and you were worried about making ends meet. Describe ways God gave you peace through that time 
(or how God could have if you knew then what you know now). Talk about the people, places, and things God 
used to bring stillness to whatever chaos you were facing.

  We’ll always face moments in our lives like these where peace is hard to find. The peace that God gives, 
however, doesn’t rely on what’s going on around us. 

  God reminds us we’re safe and loved and we don’t need to worry. In fact, we can take all our worries to God 
in exchange for God’s peace. 

OBJECT LESSON | Peace is Cool!
  Back in the day, playhouses weren’t extravagant theaters with lighting, sound equipment, and air conditioners. 

Playhouses were mostly outdoors, which meant productions were at the mercy of weather conditions. 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Show an image of an outdoor theater like this one of the Globe Theatre in London. 
  Imagine you went to go watch a play at an outdoor theater in the middle of winter. You’d be really cold! 
  What are some things we do when we get cold? 

  The thing I was thinking about was rubbing our hands together really fast. Let’s try it. 
  What’s happening? Your hands are getting warmer!

  Just like our hands get warm when we rub them together, things heat up when someone rubs us the wrong 
way. There are so many ways we can get into conflicts with others, and when we just keep rubbing it in that 
we think we’re right, the temperature just keeps rising. 

  We talked today about how God gives us peace behind the scenes. And once we receive that peace, we 
should take it and make more peace. 

  Think of the last time you got into a heated disagreement with someone. 
  What are some things you did to cool things down and make things okay again? 
  Or if you could go back, how might you try to bring peace to that situation? 

SCRIPTURE | Psalm 122:6—9
  This passage in the Bible is a wonderful prayer for peace. Let’s read it together. 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Read Psalm 122:6—9. 
  Now, even though we don’t know the exact words Esther, Mordecai, and the people were praying, a lot of 

this sounds like something they might’ve said. 
  Verse six says to pray for the peace and safety of Jerusalem, which was the home of the Jews 

who were forced to live someplace else. 
  Verse seven talks about peace within the walls, which is exactly what they wanted — peace 

throughout the kingdom. 
  Verses eight and nine are a reminder to promote peace among each other, look out for each 

other’s well-being, and trust God will bring us peace. 
  Prayer and peace go hand in hand. Did you know Jesus also prayed for peace?

  Just like Esther and the author of Psalm 122, Jesus prayed for Jerusalem and God’s people. 
Jesus lamented — which means to pray with grief — that Jerusalem had no peace, but needed 
peace desperately. 

  Jesus also prayed moments before being captured by Roman soldiers to make peace with what 
was coming next. Jesus wanted peace of mind and heart to carry out God’s plans to save the 
world. 

https://growcurriculum.org/ImageOfTheGlobeTheatreInLondon
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  Bringing peace was Jesus’ mission while here on Earth. And now peace is possible for all of us. Jesus was 
God’s way of giving us peace from behind the scenes!

NOW WHAT? What does God want us to do about it?

REFLECTION | Soliloquy Bubble
  Okay, let’s all get into soliloquy mode. Remember, a soliloquy is a speech a character gives to oneself, even 

though everyone can hear it. 
  For today’s soliloquy, imagine you were one of the people at the queen’s banquet — Esther, Xerxes, or 

Haman. The queen just revealed Haman was behind this evil plot. What might you be saying to yourself as 
the story is happening? 

  INSTRUCTIONS: Use the dry erase thought bubbles from the previous weeks. Seat the kids in a circle and 
take turns sharing responses to today’s question. Give the kids a few hints by going first. Write on the thought 
bubble with a dry erase marker, then take a photo. Wipe it off and pass the bubble to the next person, for a 
response and picture. Use the thought bubble photos as cue cards to make a video (TikTok, Reel, or similar 
style. Post only with parent permission) or use an instant camera to snap photos to put up in your environment.

  Behind the scenes of this banquet, Mordecai and all the Jewish people were praying really hard for Esther to 
succeed and save them all. No question, God heard their prayers! 

  And God hears our prayers today and gives us peace behind the scenes!

ACTIVITY | Peaceful Party
  Esther hosted not one, but two parties for the king and Haman where she didn’t come right out and say the 

thing she most wanted to say.
  Let’s play a game where we pretend we’re at a party, too, and the guests are going to keep some information 

for their party host!
  INSTRUCTIONS: Choose one person to be the party host and ask them to briefly leave the room. Choose 

three people to be party guests, and have the rest of the group suggest simple characters for each of them 
(Spider-Man, a cheerleader, a bullfighter, a clown, a lion, or a basketball player). Then, have the guest sit down 
and have the host return. Have guests return to the stage one at a time and talk to the host for one minute. 
They have to pretend they’re at a party but must stay in the character they were assigned without revealing 
it to the host — the things they say and act out should be related to their character without saying so. At the 
end of five minutes, have the host guess who each guest was supposed to be. You might want to include your 
leaders in this activity for more laughs! 

MEMORY VERSE | Philippians 2:13 (NIV) 
  “For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” 
  INSTRUCTIONS: Practice the memory verse together a few times. This week, instead of dividing the group 

into smaller teams, have everyone stand in a large circle (or a few large circles if you have a bigger group). Use 
the scepter prop from the Bible story and have kids pass the scepter around the circle behind their backs so 
it’s hard to keep track of who has it. Play some music as it’s being passed. Pause the music and whoever is 
holding the scepter behind their back has to say as much of the verse aloud as they remember. Do this a few 
more times so a few more people have a chance to recite the verse. Once someone recites the verse, have 
everyone say, “Hear! Hear!”

  (Don’t forget to also check out the memory verse signs — a combination of SEE and ASL — available in 
your Programming folder or at growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13.)
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PRAYER 
  God, thank you for giving us peace behind the scenes. Sometimes, it feels like things around us are really 

chaotic and it’s easy to get into disagreements with people. But even when things get really tough, you are 
working behind the scenes to give us peace. Thank you for helping me and everyone in my life to have peace 
during the times when we all need it most. Help us to be peacemakers and peace givers. Amen.

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION
  How was Esther risking her life to talk to the king? 
  What did Esther ask the king first? Why do you think she did that? 
  How did Esther and Mordecai’s actions help bring peace to their people? 
  Read Psalm 122:8. What do you think it means to have peace within us? How does that help our family 

and friends? 
  How has God given you peace in the past? Or what is one thing you’d like to pray to God about to give 

you peace? 
  What are some situations we might find ourselves in where we would need to be the ones to make 

peace? 
  What is one thing you can do this week to invite God’s peace into your life?

ACTIVITY | Instrument of Peace
  INSTRUCTIONS: Print this week’s printable (based on this prayer) and pass them out to the kids. Show clips 

of videos (like this and this) of people singing this prayer with various instruments. Ask kids to design and 
draw their own musical instruments that they can use to make their own version of the song. Ask follow-up 
questions after they’re done drawing.

  A long time ago, someone named St. Francis wrote a beautiful prayer about serving others and bringing 
more peace to the world. 

  I’ll read it first, and then we’ll watch a few people sing this prayer. Then, we’ll create some instruments of our 
own!

  I’m curious about your new inventions!
  What is the instrument you created called? 
  How is it played? 
  What does it sound like? 
  How does it help bring peace? 

https://growcurriculum.org/StFrancisOfAssisiMakeMeAnInstrumentOfYourPeace
https://growcurriculum.org/ThePortersGateInstrumentOfPeace
https://growcurriculum.org/InstumentsOfPeaceOfficialVideoWithLyrics
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BIG IDEA
God gives us peace behind

the scenes.

BIBLE
Scene IV. Esther Talks to the King: 

Esther 5:1-8, 7:1-6; 8:1-8; Psalm 122:6-9

ACTIVITY

Print this week’s printable and pass them out to the kids. Scan the QR codes to show video clips of 
people singing this prayer with various instruments. Ask kids to design and draw their own musical 
instruments that they can use to make their own version of the song. Ask follow-up questions after 
they’re done drawing.

A long time ago, someone named St. Francis wrote a beautiful prayer about serving others and 
bringing more peace to the world.

I’ll read it first, and then we’ll watch a few people sing this prayer. Then, we’ll create some 
instruments of our own!

I’m curious about your new inventions!

  What is the instrument you created called? 
  How is it played? 
  What does it sound like? 
  How does it help bring peace?

WEEK 4
SMALL GROUP GUIDE

MEMORY VERSE:  “For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” 
— Philippians 2:13 (NIV)

Click here for a memory verse sign language tutorial video you can share with your families and volunteers!

http://growcurriculum.org/Philippians2-13
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Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;

and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much 
seek

to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;

to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Amen.

St. Francis of Assisi: 
Make me an instrument of your peace
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MARKETING
CHECKLIST

BEFORE THE SERIES

Print your Series Promo Poster and Series Promo Cards and display them where families and 
volunteers can see them.

Customize your Volunteer Hub and Parent Hub web pages for this series.

Customize and send the Parent Email for this series.

Send the Volunteer Email for Week 1 of this series. Then text your volunteers a link to the email.

Review the suggested Social Media Posts and Captions for this series. 

Post the Bumper Video on social media with this caption:

We’re starting a new series on Esther this week called Behind the Scenes. Check your email for all the details!

 TO DO

AFTER WEEK 1

Post the Teaching Video for Week 1 on social media with this caption:

Did you miss our conversation yesterday? Catch up with this week’s teaching video! Remember, God works behind the scenes. 

Post the Big Idea Graphic for Week 1 on social media and/or send with this caption:

Week 1 of Behind the Scenes is in the books! We talked about who Esther was, and how she became queen. Here was the Big 
Idea: God works behind the scenes.

Send the Volunteer Email for Week 2 of this series. Then text your volunteers a link to the email.

 TO DO
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AFTER WEEK 2

Post the Teaching Video for Week 2 on social media with this caption:

Need a reminder about what we talked about yesterday? Check out this week’s teaching video for a recap! Here’s a hint: God helps 
us do good behind the scenes.

Post the Big Idea Graphic for Week 2 on social media with this caption:

This week in our series Behind the Scenes, we looked Esther 3 and how Mordecai and Haman became bitter rivals. Here was the 
Big Idea: God helps us do good behind the scenes.

Send the Volunteer Email for Week 3 of this series. Then text your volunteers a link to the email.

 TO DO

AFTER WEEK 3

Post the Teaching Video for Week 3 on social media with this caption:

Remember what we talked about yesterday? No? That’s okay — this week’s teaching video will remind you! Speaking of  
which . . . God gives us support behind the scenes.

Post the Big Idea Graphic for Week 3 on social media with this caption:

In Week 3 of Behind the Scenes, we looked at Esther 3 & 4 and talked about why Mordecai asked Esther to help the people of Israel. 
Here was the Big Idea: God gives us support behind the scenes.

Send the Volunteer Email for Week 4 of this series. Then text your volunteers a link to the email.

 TO DO

AFTER WEEK 4

Post the Teaching Video for Week 4 on social media with this caption:

Yesterday, we talked about how Esther talked to the king about her people. Not ringing a bell? Get the full recap with this week’s 
teaching video!

Post the Big Idea Graphic for Week 4 on social media with this caption:

It’s our final week of Behind the Scenes! It’s been a great conversation with your kids. We closed with a conversation about God’s 
peace. Here was the Big Idea: God gives us peace behind the scenes.

Get ready for the next series!

 TO DO
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BUMPER VIDEO
We’re starting a new series on Esther this 
week called Behind the Scenes. Check your 
email for all the details!

TEACHING VIDEO (WEEK 1)
Did you miss our conversation yesterday? 
Catch up with this week’s teaching video! 
Remember, God works behind the scenes. 

BIG IDEA (WEEK 1)
Week 1 of Behind the Scenes is in the 
books! We talked about who Esther was, 
and how she became queen. Here was the 
Big Idea: God works behind the scenes.

TEACHING VIDEO (WEEK 2)
Need a reminder about what we talked about 
yesterday? Check out this week’s teaching 
video for a recap! Here’s a hint: God helps us 
do good behind the scenes.

BIG IDEA (WEEK 2)
This week in our series Behind the Scenes, 
we looked Esther 3 and how Mordecai and 
Haman became bitter rivals. Here was the 
Big Idea: God helps us do good behind the 
scenes.

SOCIAL MEDIA
POSTS & CAPTIONS

Need some help deciding what to post on social media before and during this series? Here's our suggestion: 
each week, share the media we've provided in your Graphics and Videos folder using the captions below.

BEFORE THE SERIES AFTER WEEK 1 AFTER WEEK 2
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TEACHING VIDEO (WEEK 3)
Remember what we talked about yesterday? 
No? That’s okay — this week’s teaching video 
will remind you! Speaking of which . . . God 
gives us support behind the scenes.

BIG IDEA (WEEK 3)
In Week 3 of Behind the Scenes, we looked 
at Esther 3 & 4 and talked about why 
Mordecai asked Esther to help the people of 
Israel. Here was the Big Idea: God gives us 
support behind the scenes.

TEACHING VIDEO (WEEK 4)
Yesterday, we talked about how Esther 
talked to the king about her people. Not 
ringing a bell? Get the full recap with this 
week’s teaching video!

BIG IDEA (WEEK 4)
It’s our final week of Behind the Scenes! It’s 
been a great conversation with your kids. 
We closed with a conversation about God’s 
peace. Here was the Big Idea: God gives us 
peace behind the scenes.

AFTER WEEK 3 AFTER WEEK 4




